‘AIDS  Quarterly’ 
misses  the  mark 

Critics  charge  that  the  TV  show  divides 
Chicago  gay/les  community  and  people  of 
color  communities 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  Last  year  WGBH  television 
of  Boston,  an  affiliate  of  PBS,  received  a  $4 
million  grant  from  the  Robert  Wood  John¬ 
son  Foundation  of  New  Jersey  to  produce  a 
four-part  series  entitled  The  AIDS  Quarter¬ 
ly.  The  purpose  of  the  Quarterly  was  to 
educate  a  general  audience  about  the  per¬ 
sonal,  social  and  medical  consequences  of 
AIDS  in  the  U.S.  To  this  end,  the  Quarterly 
was  to  expose  the  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia  that  have  impeded  the  flow  of 
AIDS  information  and  treatment  for  the 
past  nine  years.  However,  many  people 
believe  that,  somewhere  between  the  initial 
planning  process  of  the  Quarterly  and  its  ex¬ 
ecution,  something  has  gone  awry. 

Since  the  airing  of  the  third  segment  of 
the  Quarterly  last  week,  national  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  and  members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  have  decried  the  series  as  in¬ 
flammatory  and  dishonest  in  its  presenta¬ 
tion  of  information.  What  these  people 
found  particularly  problematic  in  last 
week’s  episode  was  the  Quarterly' s  claim  of 
having  documented  a  battle  currently  being 
waged  in  Chicago  over  limited  money  for 
community-based  AIDS  programs.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Quarterly,  the  white,  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  been  setting  up  and  sustaining 
AIDS  facilities  by  acquiring  money  that 
otherwise  would  have  been  given  to  com¬ 
munities  of  color.  To  make  this  point,  the 
Quarterly  focuses  on  the  Howard  Brown 
Clinic,  which  is  located  in  the  predominant¬ 
ly  white  North  Side  of  Chicago,  and  the 
understaffed,  underfunded  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion  programs  being  set  up  in  the  city’s 
predominantly  Black  South  Side  and  in  its 
predominantly  Latino  West  Side. 

The  Howard  Brown  Clinic  that  the  Quar¬ 
terly  presents  is  a  large,  labyrinthine  facility 
that  offers  “state  of  the  art,”  computerized 
diagnostic  services  to  “the  gay,  white  com¬ 
munity.”  It  caters  to  the  “middle-class”  in 
providing  counseling  and  testing  programs, 
laboratory  services  and  legal  assistance  to  its 
clientele.  All  of  this  is  contrasted  to  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  one  Black  man  in  the  South  Side 
who,  armed  with  nothing  more  that  a  sat¬ 
chel  of  condoms  and  bleach,  enters 
“shooting  galleries”  to  help  stem  the  AIDS 
epidemic  among  “heroin  addicts.”  This 
scenerio  is  echoed  in  the  west  side  where 
similar  efforts  are  being  made  by  a  man  and 
woman  who  work  alone  in  the  streets  of 
Latino  neighborhoods.  To  Chicago’s  people 
of  color,  the  Quarterly  states,  Howard 
Brown  is  “light  years  away.”  But  is  it? 

According  to  Brian  Chapman,  Program 
Director  of  AIDS  Surveillance  for  the 
Chicago  Department  of  Health  (CDH),  the 
Quarterly’s  portrayal  of  Howard  Brown  is 
inaccurate.  He  told  GCN  that  the  clinic  was 
established  about  15  years  ago  by  medical 
students  in  Chicago  who  wanted  to  provide 
services  related  to  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
However,  about  eight  years  ago  the  clinic 
began  to  widen  its  focus  to  meet  the  needs  of 


people  who,  in  increasing  numbers,  were  be¬ 
ing  diagnosed  with  AIDS.  “The  history  of 
Howard  Brown,”  Chapman  said  “has  been 
up  and  down,  up  and  down... it  took  them  a 
decade  of  work  to  get  into  the  mainstream 
and  to  have  the  city  of  Chicago  come  to 
respect  their  services.”  Chapman  added 
that,  like  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  of  Boston,  the  clinic  still  provides 
services  particular  to  gay  men  and  lesbians 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  anyone  else. 

Judith  Johns,  executive  director  of 
Howard  Brown,  agrees  with  Chapman’s 
assessment  of  the  clinic.  She  also  expressed 
anger  at  the  Quarterly,  which  interviewed 
her,  for  choosing  to  peg  the  clinic  as  ex¬ 
clusively  white,  gay  and  middle-class.  “Of 
the  700  people  now  living  with  AIDS  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,”  she  told  GCN,  “we  see  500 
of  them  each  month.  And  of  that  number, 
200  are  people  of  color.”  (CDH  figures  in¬ 
dicate  that  there  are  900  PWAs  in  Chicago.) 
She  also  said  that  the  clinic  works  with  IV 
drug  users  from  all  communities.  Moreover, 
she  added,  “Seventy-five  percent  of  all  our 
clientele  are  indigent,  they  simply  have  no 
money....  They’ve  come  to  this  point  either 
because  of  AIDS  or  because  of  other  social 
factors,  but  they  have  no  money.” 

During  her  interview  with  the  Quarterly, 
Johns  said,  she  “made  these  points  time  and 
again.”  However,  it  seems,  all  of  them 
wound  up  on  the  Quarterly’s  editing  room 
floor. 

Figures  obtained  from  William  Martin, 
interim  director  of  the  Office  of  AIDS 
Prevention  for  the  Chicago  Department  of 
Health,  challenge  the  Quarterly’s  assertion 
that  Howard  Brown  is  guilty  of  taking 
money  away  from  AIDS  services  based  in 
communities  of  color.  According  to  Martin, 
the  department  allocated  $1.26  million  in 
1989  to  community-based  AIDS  programs. 
Of  that  amount,  Martin  said  “$140,000 
went  to  Howard  Brown... $464, 000  was 
given  to  white,  gay  [clinics]  and  $800,000  to 
minority  community-based  organizations.” 
All  the  money  was  earmarked  for  AIDS 
education  and  services. 

Eric  Rosenthal,  political  director  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  is  one  of  many  activists  contacted 
by  GCN  who  expressed  criticism  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Quarterly  drew  lines  of  demar¬ 
cation  between  the  gay  community  and 
communities  of  color.  “I  was  very  disgusted 
by  last  week’s  episode  of  the  Quarterly,”  he 
said,  “If  you  were  the  average  American, 
you’d  have  walked  away  from  the  show  with 
the  opinion  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
are. ..preventing  minority  communities 
from  getting  resources  to  stem  the 
epidemic.”  He  added  that  “Typically,  the 
AIDS  services  set  up  by  the  members  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  have  been  made 
available  to  people  of  color.” 

Greater  truth 

In  addition  to  the  way  that  the  Quarterly 
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POETRY  AND  DRAWINGS 


BY  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONERS 


Rights  bill  rally  draws 
huge  crowd 

Between  1000  and  2000  supporters  of  the  Massachusetts 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  bill  turn  out  as  lobbyists  and 
legislators  predict  victory  this  year 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  Jubilant  supporters  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill  gathered 
Oct.  3,  for  two  hours  of  optimistic,  high 
energy  rallying.  Organizers  estimated  the 
crowd  at  2,000  while  the  straight  media 
counted  half  that  number. 

“This  was  the  greatest  show  of  strengths 
we’ve  ever  had,”  said  David  LaFontaine 
after  the  rally.  (Previous  rallies  have  at¬ 
tracted  200  or  300  people  at  the  most.) 
LaFontaine,  lobbyist  for  the  group  that 
organized  the  rally,  the  Coalition  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  set  the  upbeat 
tone  by  asking,  “is  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  in  Massachusetts  a  silent,  invisible 
population?”  The  crowd  responded  with  a 
loud  “NO!” 

Gay  and  lesbian  speakers  stressed  the 
strength  of  the  gay  community.  Don  Gorton 
of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  reminded  the  crowd  that 
the  1969  Stonewall  Riots  began  when  gay 
men  and  lesbians  showed  their  anger  by  rip¬ 
ping  a  parking  meter  out  of  the  sidewalk  and 
bashing  police  cars.  And  Jean  McCray,  one 
of  the  “State  House  14,”  talked  about  the 
night  she  and  the  other  activists  were  ar¬ 
rested  during  a  civil  disobedience  action  that 
took  place  in  January  1987  after  the  bill  was 
killed  that  year. 

Many  of  the  speakers,  both  key  legislators 
and  gay  and  lesbian  activists,  placed  the  bill 
in  the  context  of  a  larger  struggle  for  human 
rights,  saying  that  the  bill  would  merely  of¬ 
fer  gay  men  and  lesbians  “basic  human 
dignity”  and  equal  protection  under  the 
law.  Former  Attorney  General  and  current 
gubernatorial  candidate  Francis  Bellotti, 
who  has  supported  the  gay  rights  bill  since 
its  introduction  17  years  ago,  said,  “This  is 
no  more  of  a  gay  rights  bill  than  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  is  a  feminist  [bill].  It  is 


the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  oppose 
discrimination  in  any  form  and  that’s  what 
this  bill  does.” 

It  was  an  evening  to  pay  tribute  to 
legislative  sponsors  and  gay  lobbyists  and  to 
recognize  the  resilience  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  LaFontaine  offered  thanks  to  Arline 
Isaacson,  lobbyist  for  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  whose 
“kind  of  commitment  [over  the  past  eight 
years]  has  been  almost  unprecedented.”  He 
also  introduced  Mark  Roosevelt  (D-Back 
Bay),  the  bill’s  chief  sponsor  in  the  House, 
as  a  “storybook  hero.” 

Roosevelt’s  remarks  reflected  the  high 
degree  of  emotional  investment  felt  by  lob¬ 
byists  and  legislative  sponsors.  “This  is  a 
part  of  my  life  ...  that  has  meant  the  most  in 
my  life,  and  is  probably  the  thing  I  am 
proudest  of.  I  will  always  be  grateful  to  you 
for  the  chance  [to  work  on  the  bill].” 

It  was  an  evening  of  offering  recognition 
all  around,  even  to  Senate  President 
William  Bulger  (D-South  Boston),  who  has 
been  the  key  foe  to  the  bill  over  the  past  17 
years,  but  who  has  recently  “provided  struc¬ 
ture  on  the  debate”  and  ruled  out  delaying 
tactics,  according  to  Michael  Barrett 
(D-Cambridge),  the  bill’s  chief  sponsor  in 
the  Senate. 

Many  speakers  also  addressed  the 
political  education  and  sophistication  of  gay 
and  lesbian  voters.  “There’s  been  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  change  of  attitude  on  the  part  of 
legislators  and  Massachusetts  voters... and 
you  are  the  cause  of  that  change,”  said 
LaFontaine.  Openly  gay  Boston  city  coun¬ 
cilor  David  Scondras  added,  “the  state 
didn’t  change,  the  Senators  didn’t  change, 
the  Representatives  didn’t  change;  we 
changed.  We  came  out  and  decided  to  take 
1  Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“What  I  do  like  about  safer  sex  is  that 
I’ve  gotten  rather  persnickety  about  what  I 
like  to  do  in  bed,  and  what  I  don’t,  and  it 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  get  my  rather 
queer  idiosyncrasies  satisfied  by  the  other 
person.  Before,  it  might  have  seemed  awk¬ 
ward  to  give  somebody  instructions  as  to 
what  to  do  now,  but  under  the  guise  of  safer 
sex,  nothing  is  too  weird  —  ‘Now,  let’s  do 
this.  It’s  okay  because  it’s  safe.’  —  And  they 
buy  it,  most  of  the  time  anyway.” 

—  A  gay  man  responding  to  the 
question,  ‘‘What  do  you  like  about  safer 
sex?”  in  The  Body  Positive,  a  magazine 
about  HIV. 

Why  be  the  first? 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Kaiser  ~Per^ 
manente,  a  Health  Maintenance  Organiza¬ 
tion  in  Northern  California,  has  decided 
that  since  there  are  no  federal  or  state  pro¬ 
tections  against  discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  they  will  continue  to  dis¬ 
criminate. 

Four  union  contract  proposals  by  Service 
Employees  International  Local  250  that 
would  benefit  gay  and  lesbian  Kaiser 
Hospital  workers  have  been  rejected  by  the 
company.  The  current  contract  is  due  to  ex¬ 
pire  in  November.  Rejected  proposals  were: 
the  addition  of  a  sexual  orientation  to  the 
current  nondiscrimination  provisions  in  the 
contract,  coverage  of  domestic  partners  in 
health  care  benefits,  bereavement  leave,  and 
retirement  compensation.  These  benefits 
are,  of  course,  available  to  spouses  of  Kaiser 
employees. 

Sal  Rosselli,  president  of  Local  250,  told 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter  that  even  though 
none  of  these  proposals  are  particularly 
ground-breaking,  Kaiser  is  “refusing  to  take 
a  progressive  lead.” 

Openly  gay  supervisor  Harry  Britt  said 
“It  makes  no  sense  that  a  health  mainten¬ 
ance  organization  with  so  many  lesbian  and 
gay  members  would  not  want  to  change.” 
With  over  $6  billion  in  assets  and 
two  million  members,  Kaiser  is  influential  in 
the  health  care  field,  both  locally  and  na¬ 
tionally. 

Vince  Quackenbush,  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Labor  Alliance,  said  that  his  group  is 
asking  Kaiser’s  lesbian  and  gay  health  plan 
members  to  direct  letters,  telegrams,  and 
phone  calls  to  Ken  Dale,  Kaiser’s  relations 
director,  because  Kaiser  needs  to  know  that 
their  rejection  of  the  union  proposal  is  unac¬ 
ceptable. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

Gay  bashers  get 
reduced  conviction 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  two-to-one 
decision,  the  First  District  of  Appeals  here 
recently  reduced  the  conviction  of  three  men 
who  killed  a  gay  man  from  murder  to  vol¬ 
untary  manslaughter.  The  three  men  had 
previously  been  convicted  of  second  degree 
murder  by  a  jury.  The  state’s  attorney  gen¬ 
eral’s  office  said  it  will  appeal  the  decision  to 
the  California  Supreme  Court. 

The  court  acknowledged  that  the  1984  at¬ 
tack  of  John  O’Connell  was  unprovoked 
and  motivated  by  “mindless  homophobia.” 
But  since  evidence  from  the  case  indicated 
that  O’Connell  had  been  struck  “just” 
twice,  the  court  ruled  that  such  action  does 
not  have  the  “high  probability  of  death”  re¬ 
quired  for  a  murder  conviction. 

Writing  for  the  majority,  Justice  William 
Newsom  wrote  “The  presence  of  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  [homophobia],  however  repre¬ 
hensible  they  may  be,  cannot  support  an  in¬ 
ference  that  the  isolated  act  of  striking  a  per¬ 
son  with  bare  hands  in  itself  imports  a  high 
degree  of  probability  that  death  will  ensue.” 

In  his  dissension,  Justice  John  Holmdahl 
pointed  to  the  evidence  that  the  three  at¬ 
tackers  had  come  into  the  city  in  order  to 
“beat  up  some  faggots”  and  that  they 
“knew  their  conduct  was  dangerous  to 
life.”  (The  coroner’s  report  indicated  that 
the  cause  of  O’Connell’s  death  was  not  the 
two  punches  he  got  from  his  attackers,  but 
the  blow  on  the  head  he  received  when  he 
fell  on  the  pavement.) 

Gay  and  lesbian  rights  activists  were 
outraged  by  the  homophobic  ruling.  Cyn¬ 
thia  Goldstein,  director  of  the  anti-violence 
litigation  project  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Advocates,  told  New  York’s  Outweek  that 


“there  are  homophobic  underpinnings  [in  the 
ruling].  I  think  homophobia  is  a  very  mind¬ 
ful  purposeful  activity  in  which  these  three 
men  engaged.  They  travelled  together  a 
good  distance,  they  followed  people  and 
struck  people  solely  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation.” 

The  California  Supreme  Court  will  be 
asked  to  hear  the  case  promptly  because  the 
men  who  were  convicted  are  currently  in 
prison.  If  the  Supreme  Court  reverses  the  re¬ 
cent  decision,  the  men  will  remain  in  jail.  If 
the  lower  court’s  ruling  is  upheld,  they  could 
be  released. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

Speak  out  for 
abortion  rights 

BOSTON  —  A  day-long  teach-in  and 
_  speak-out  on  abortion  and  reproductive 
rights  will  be  held  Sun.,  Oct.  22  at  Brandeis 
University’s  Usdan  Student  Center.  The 
overall  aim  is  to  bring  together  all  those  who 
are  concerned  about  the  current  offensive 
against  women,  want  to  broaden  the  agenda 
of  the  reproductive  rights  movement,  and 
organize  political  strategies  for  change. 

The  teach-in  will  open  with  freedom 
songs  at  9:00  a.m.  Topics  that  will  be  focus¬ 
ed  on  include:  the  history  and  context  of  the 
pre-/?oe  struggle;  the  legal  implications  of 
the  Webster  decision;  sterilization  abuses; 
the  resurgence  of  eugenics,  particularly  as  it 
relates  to  disabled  women;  the  limits  and 
mockery  of  “privacy,”  especially  when  it 
applies  to  lesbians  and  gay  men;  nativism, 
racism,  homophobia,  anti-Semitism,  and 
the  Right;  reproductive  rights  in  the  work¬ 
place;  teenage  sexuality;  campus  and  high 
school  organizing;  and  the  repercussions  of 
US-funded  population  control  strategies  in 
“Third  World”  countries. 

During  the  speak-out,  women  who  have 
had  abortions,  women,  women  of  color, 
women  who  organize  at  clinics,  women  with 
disabilities  (including  women  who  are  HIV 
positive),  and  women  who  are  defined  as 
“minors”  will  give  a  fuller  vision  of  what 
choice  really  means.  Speakers  will  include: 
Barbara  Namias,  Migdalia  Rivera,  Brenda 
Joyner,  Shoshanna  Ehrlich,  Margaret  Cer- 
ullo,  Susan  Bruno,  Ninia  Baehr  and  Mar¬ 
lene  Gerber  Fried. 

After  lunch  and  caucuses,  there  will  be  a 
series  of  workshops  between  1:30  and  3:00, 
and  films  and  videos  will  run  simultaneous¬ 
ly.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  all  caucuses  and 
workshops  will  report  back  to  the  plenary, 
where  there  will  be  plenty  of  opportunity  to 
network. 

There  will  be  a  $10  charge  for  food 
(sliding  scale,  if  needed).  Public  transporta¬ 
tion  from  the  Riverside  T  can  be  arranged, 
and  child  care  and  ASL  services  will  be  pro¬ 
vided.  The  event  is  wheelchair  accessible.  To 
reserve  a  space  and/or  request  information 
about  personal  care,  child  care,  or  trans¬ 
port,  contact  Phyllis  Brown  by  Oct.  12  at 
(617)  736-3740.  For  general  information, 
contact  Jacqui  at  (617)  876-9809. 

□  Jacqui  Alexander 

Harassment  in 
Argentina 

VIENNA  —  Harassment  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  has  increased  in  Argentina  to 
such  an  extent  that  260  delegates  of  the  1 1th 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
World  Conference  held  here  in  July  staged  a 
multi-lingual  demonstration  outside  the 
Argentine  embassy  in  Vienna. 

Activists  with  the  Communidad  Homo¬ 
sexual  Argentina  (CHA)  say  that  police 
routinely  back  paddy  wagons  up  to  the 
doors  of  gay  bars,  haul  away  the  patrons 
and  hold  them  for  up  to  72  hours,  according 
to  the  Montrose  Voice. 

Police  harassment  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  Argentina  has  complicated  the 
country’s  gay  movement  and  increased  the 
social  and  financial  difficulties  facing  the 
CHA,  which  is  far  behind  on  rent  payments, 
electricity  and  taxes.  CHA  made  an  emer¬ 
gency  plea  at  the  conference  for  interna¬ 
tional  assistance  and  support. 

CHA  also  demanded  the  abolition  of  the 
fifth  article  of  Law  333/58,  a  law  about  “ac¬ 
cess  to  personal  data”  and  its  amendment 
concerning  “publicly  soliciting  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sex.”  CHA  urged  that  letters  of  pro¬ 
test  be  sent  to  the  president  of  Argentina: 
President  Paul  Carlos  Saul  Menem,  Balcarce 
50,  C.P.  1064,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

□  Deirdre  O’Neill 


Suit  against  Howard 
settled 

WASHINGTON  —  Howard  University 
Hospital  has  agreed  to  end  its  policy  of 
isolating  patients  with  AIDS  or  HIV  infec¬ 
tion  as  part  of  a  settlement  of  a  lawsuit 
brought  by  a  31-year-old  woman  with  AIDS. 

The  woman,  referred  to  in  the  suit  as  Jane 
Doe,  said  of  the  Sept.  29  settlement,  “I  can 
say  to  all  of  you  out  there  in  the  world  like 
myself,  stricken  with  AIDS,  we  all  get  tired, 
just  don’t  quit.  This  is  not  my  victory,  but 
one  for  us  all.  I  hope  that  I  have  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  by  coming  forward.” 

“This  is  an  important  victory  against 
AIDS-related  discrimination  and  for  decent 
health  care  for  individuals  with  HIV,”  said 
Lynne  Bernabei,  one  of  the  attorneys  repre¬ 
senting  Doe.  “Segregating  and  treating  pa¬ 
tients  infected  with  HIV  differently  than 
other  patients  undermines  effective  infec¬ 
tion  control  throughout  the  entire  hospital 
population  and  puts  patients  at  risk  of  dis¬ 
crimination  and  inferior  medical  care,”  she 
added. 

Evan  Wolfson,  a  staff  attorney  with 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 
who  participated  in  the  suit,  said  “This  case 
says  that  people  like  Ms.  Doe,  a  young  Black 
woman  on  Medicaid,  are  not  discardable.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Homophobic  judge 
will  have  day  in 
court 

DALLAS  —  Jack  Hampton,  the  judge 
whose  homophobia  made  national  news  last 
December  when  he  told  a  newspaper  he  had 
given  a  lenient  sentence  to  a  murderer 
because  his  victims  were  gay,  will  face  a  for¬ 
mal  public  hearing  Oct.  16  that  could  result 
in  disciplinary  action  against  him. 

Hampton,  who  was  quoted  in  the  Dallas 
Times  Herald  as  saying  “These  homosex¬ 
uals,  by  running  around  on  weekends  pick¬ 
ing  up  teenage  boys,  they’re  asking  for  trou¬ 
ble,  they  really  are,”  and  “I  put  prostitutes 
and  gays  at  about  the  same  level.  If  these 
boys  had  picked  up  two  prostitutes  and 
taken  them  to  the  woods  and  killed  them,  I’d 
consider  that  a  similar  case.  And  I’d  be  hard 
put  to  give  somebody  life  for  killing  a  prosti¬ 
tute.”  (See  GCN,  Dec.  25,  1988.) 

The  formal  public  hearing  is  the  result  of 
a  complaint  filed  with  the  Texas  State  Com¬ 
mission  on  Judicial  Conduct  by  the  Texas 
Human  Rights  Foundation,  a  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  group.  After  reviewing  the  com¬ 
plaint,  the  Commission  ruled  that  the 
charges  against  Hampton  merited  a  formal 
hearing  —  a  relatively  rare  disciplinary  ac¬ 
tion. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Activists  form  Iowa 
group 

IOWA  CITY,  Iowa  —  Lesbian  and  gay 
political  organizing  in  the  heartland  got  a 
boost  this  summer  when  the  Iowa  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Caucus  announced  its 
formation.  The  new  group,  which  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  legislative  agenda  that  includes  lob¬ 
bying  for  passage  of  a  gay  civil  rights  bill  and 
a  bill  aimed  at  anti-gay  violence,  “seeks  to 
represent  the  political  interests  of  some 
300,000  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  state  of 
Iowa,”  according  to  its  literature. 

Michael  Current,  co-chair  of  the  new 
group,  said  of  its  constituency,  “We  are 
parents  and  children,  factory  workers  and 
fellow  church-goers.  We  are  part  and  parcel 
of  every  facet  of  life  in  this  great  state  of 
Iowa.” 

So  far  the  group  has  held  meetings  in  Des 
Moines,  Grinnell,  and  Iowa  City,  and  there 
are  plans  for  future  gatherings  in  the  Quad- 
Cities  and  Webster  City.  To  contact  the 
caucus,  write  to  P.O.  Box  V,  Des  Moines, 
IA,  50311. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Illinois  HIV  test 
repealed 

CHICAGO  —  A  law  requiring  couples 
applying  for  a  marriage  license  to  show 
proof  that  they  had  been  tested  for  HIV  was 
repealed  September  1 1  when  Governor 
James  Thompson  signed  the  repeal  legisla- 
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tion.  The  repeal,  which  was  approved  by  the 
Illinois  legislature  in  June,  is  effective  im¬ 
mediately,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

Even  before  the  Illinois  law  took  effect  in 
January  1988,  it  was  criticized  by  public 
health  groups,  who  argued  that  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  law  would  be  expensive  and  a 
waste  of  money  allocated  for  AIDS  re¬ 
sources.  Experts  predicted  that  the  law 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  as  well.  By  the  day 
the  legislation  was  signed,  250,000  people 
had  been  tested  and  52  had  tested  HIV 
positive.  The  Illinois  law  was  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States. 

After  signing  the  legislation,  Thompson 
said,  “That  wasn’t  an  easy  decision  for  me 
because  I  still  think  the  issue  of  AIDS  is  ex¬ 
traordinary.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Some  like  it  hot 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  Scientists  at  the 
University  of  Texas  have  found  that  the 
temperature  at  which  eggs  are  incubated  can 
not  only  determine  the  sex  of  some  reptiles, 
but  can  also  affect  their  adult  behavior. 
Studies  of  leopard  geckos  (lizards)  showed 
that  females  hatched  from  warmer  eggs, 
which  usually  produce  males,  strayed  from 
stereotypical  female  lizard  behavior. 

According  to  International  Wildlife,  “the 
‘hot’  females  courted  other  females,  resisted 
the  advances  of  males  and  never  mated  or 
ovulated.”  The  scientists  said  that  these 
females  had  higher  levels  of  the  “male  hor¬ 
mone”  androgen,  and  lower  levels  of  the 
“female  hormone”  estrogen.  They  also  said 
that  higher  egg  temperatures  could  affect 
females  in  other  reptile  species,  such  as 
turtles  and  alligators. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

'Coming  out’ 
resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination,  are  treated  with 
much  more  contempt  than  those  of  us  out 
here  in  ‘minimum  security’.  This  is  true  both 
inside  (fewer  jobs  for  gays,  especially  now 
with  AIDS,  less  physical  safety  &  more 
parole  requirements)  and  coming  out  (many 
halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  ‘com¬ 
ing  out’  (as  basically  all  of  them  do!)  by  sen¬ 
ding  us  up-to-date  tips  on  AIDS  Service 
Groups  with  prisoner  education/support 
teams,  job  &  training  opportunities,  low 
cost  temporary  housing,  and  any  other  info 
that  could  be  useful  to  someone  coming  out 
with  the  stigma  “ex-con.”  (Imagine  for  a 
moment  trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new 
town  with  little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the 
joint.)  Better  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  can 
refer  people  in  your  area  to  you  for  such  info! 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 
writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they 
want  to  hear  more  about  GCN’s  experience 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them 
write  us.  Thanks! 

Note  to  prisoners:  You  too  can  let  us  hear 
about  groups  that  have  helped  you  or 
friends  of  yours  get  started  back  outside. 
Let  us  hear  about  them,  so  we  can  pass  the 
word  along.  □  Mike  Riegle 


Corrections 


In  the  October  I  story,  “Activists  decry  award,” 
Sheila  Parks’  name  was  misspelled  and  she  should 
have  been  identified  as  a  member  of  the  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Rights  Network  (R2N2). 


Last  week’s  calendar  accidentally  listed  an  open 
house  at  Sojourner  on  October  10.  This  listing  was 
incorrect  and  we  regret  any  inconvenience. 


Approximately  700  men  and  women  protested  health  care  budget  cuts  and  supported  abortion  rights 
for  all  women  at  Boston  City  Hospital,  Oct.  2. 


Hundreds  rally  for 
women’s  health  care 

Demonstrators  remember  Rosie  Jimenez,  who  died  of  an 
illegal  abortion,  and  protest  budget  cuts  at  Boston  City 
Hospital 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

BOSTON  —  Nearly  300  reproductive 
rights  and  women’s  health  advocates  braved 
steady  rain  Oct.  2  to  participate  in  the  an¬ 
nual  march  and  rally  commemorating  Rosie 
Jimenez,  who  died  of  an  illegal  abortion  in 
Texas  in  1977.  Jimenez  is  considered  the 
first  woman  to  die  from  an  illegal  abortion 
after  federal  funding  for  legal  abortions  was 
restricted  by  the  Hyde  Amendment,  which 
was  passed  by  Congress  that  year. 

The  march,  larger  this  year  than  those 
held  in  Boston  recently,  links  the  struggle 
for  access  to  abortion  to  the  broader  issues 
of  reproductive  rights  and  women’s  health 
care  in  general.  Sponsored  by  a  coalition  of 
local  organizations,  including  El  Comite  de 
Mujeres  Puertorriquenas  Miriam-Lopez, 
Boston  City  Hospital  Workers  for  Repro¬ 
ductive  Rights,  Reproductive  Rights  Net¬ 
work  (R2N2),  Boston  NOW,  Alliance 
Against  Women’s  Oppression,  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyer’s  Guild,  the  event  began  with 
a  vigil  at  Boston  City  Hospital  (BCH). 

Although  plans  to  burn  candles  were 
thwarted  by  the  rainy  weather,  the  growing 
crowd  of  women  and  men  made  their  pur¬ 
pose  clear  as  they  picketed  and  chanted 
under  an  awning  while  rush-hour  com¬ 
muters  and  BCH  employees  looked  on. 
Meizhu  Lui,  who  works  at  BCH  where  she  is 


president  of  the  American  Federation  of 
State,  County,  and  Municipal  Employees 
(AFSCME)  Local,  told  GCN  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  that  the  vigil  began  at  BCH  because  re¬ 
cent  funding  cutbacks  at  the  hospital  have 
threatened  a  wide  range  of  health  services 
for  many  women  of  color  and  poor  women. 
(BCH  is  the  primary  hospital  in  Boston  for 
people  who  cannot  afford  health  care,  and 
70  percent  of  its  patients  are  people  of 
color.) 

The  services  threatened  at  BCH  reach 
beyond  access  to  safe  abortions,  according 
to  Lui.  “We’re  talking  about  a  range  of 
essential  services  for  women,”  she  said,  “in¬ 
cluding  pre-natal  care,  services  for  women 
with  AIDS,  babies  with  AIDS,  women  who 
have  been  raped,  and  battered  women.  It’s 
not  just  abortion  that’s  under  attack  —  it’s 
women’s  health  in  general....  And  it’s  not 
only  health  care  rights  we’re  fighting  for  — 
there  are  jobs  on  the  line  at  BCH,”  she  add¬ 
ed,  referring  to  staff  cutbacks  that  have 
resulted  from  the  budget  slashing. 

From  BCH  the  ralliers  trudged  through 
the  rain  to  Copley  Square,  where  an  ab¬ 
breviated  rally  was  held,  featuring  short 
speeches  and  a  quick  song  by  the  labor 
chorus  On  the  Line.  One  of  the  speakers, 
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‘Q-team’  releases  findings 

Project  Informys  Martin  Delaney  talks  about  the  “secret” 
Compound  Q  trials 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Describing  the 
drug  as  neither  a  “miracle  drug”  nor  the 
horrible  risk  the  mainstream  media  have 
claimed,  Martin  Delaney  and  “the  Q- 
Team”  —  the  Project  Inform  group  re¬ 
searching  Compound  Q,  an  experimental 
AIDS  treatment  —  presented  their  prelimi¬ 
nary  results  to  this  city’s  lesbian  and  gay 
community  on  Sept.  19 

Delaney  was  cautious  in  his  discussion  of 
Q’s  possible  benefits.  ‘  ‘It  is  absolutely  worth 
going  further  [researching  Q],  but  it  is  not  a 
cure.  It’s  naive  to  think  that  a  thimble  full  of 
some  solution  will  undo  years  of  damage 
done  [to  the  immune  system.]  Don’t  say: 
‘Delaney  says  it  works.’  ” 

“Compound  Q  is  not  like  AZT;  it  is  a 
heavy  duty  drug.  It  is  not  herbal  tea,” 
Delaney  said. 

Project  Inform’s  unofficial  trial,  which 
began  in  late  May,  has  been  carefully  scruti¬ 
nized  by  the  mainstream  media  and  eagerly 
awaited  by  the  AIDS  activist  and  PWA  com¬ 
munities.  Since  its  inception,  Project  In¬ 
form’s  Compound  Q  trial  has  been  the 
center  of  political  and  scientific  controver¬ 
sy. 

According  to  the  Q-Team’s  Dr.  Larry 
Waite,  when  Project  Inform’s  researchers 
decided  last  March  to  investigate  Com¬ 
pound  Q,  which  is  derived  from  the  Chinese 
cucumber,  they  consulted  with  Chinese 


physicians  who  used  Q  to  safely  induce 
abortion,  with  U.S.  medical  experts  and 
with  lawyers.  The  Food  and  Drug  Adminis¬ 
tration  (FDA)  agreed  to  tolerate  the  “treat¬ 
ment  protocol,”  since  it  studied  individuals’ 
personal  drug  use  and  was  not  an  official, 
approved  clinical  drug  trial. 

To  preserve  its  status  as  a  non-study, 
however.  Project  Inform  was  not  allowed  to 
recruit  patients  to  study.  “Earlier  I  stated 
that  we  would  work  to  get  more  women  and 
minorities  into  the  project,”  Waite  said. 
“We  couldn’t  do  this,  because  that  would 
be  ‘recruitment.’  As  a  result,  virtually  all  of 
the  patients  in  the  study  were  white  males.” 

Rivalry  between  AIDS  organizations  also 
allegedly  interfered  with  the  study.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Delaney,  data  from  Los  Angeles- 
based  patients  was  lost  halfway  through  —  a 
critical  loss  for  the  small  study  based  on 
groups  in  San  Francisco,  New  York  City, 
Florida  and  Los  Angeles.  “They  switched 
from  the  central  lab  to  their  own,”  Delaney 
said,  “making  combination  of  results  im¬ 
possible,  especially  as  they  used  a  different 
technique.  We  suspect  that  one  of  the  doc¬ 
tors  in  the  L.A.  study  was  pressured  by  his 
partner  who’s  in  AmFAR  (the  American 
Foundation  for  AIDS  Research).”  Delaney 
referred  to  opposition  to  the  study  from 
both  AmFAR  and  “a  part  of”  ACT  UP/ 
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Forum  held  on  HIV 
testing 

Panelists  stress  the  need  to  address  the  broad  spectrum  of 
variables  when  asking  the  question,  ‘To  test  or  not  to 
test ’ 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  A  small  crowd  of  about  50 
gathered  a  the  Jamaica  Plain  High  School 
Sept.  27  for  a  forum  on  HIV  testing  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Boston  AIDS  Consortium.  The 
four  speakers  and  the  audience  were  primar¬ 
ily  health  care  providers  and  AIDS  policy 
makers  from  the  public  and  private  sectors. 
Both  the  audience  and  the  panelists  set  a 
cooperative  tone  as  they  addressed  the  topic, 
whether  or  not  people  at  risk  for  AIDS 
should  test  for  HIV  seropositivity,  from  the 
perspective  of  the  needs  of  different 
populations  at  risk.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought 
by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

Discussion  hinged  on  the  psychological 
impact  on  people  who  find  themselves  HIV 
positive  but  asymptomatic,  and  looking 
towards  a  possible  future  with  AIDS,  as  well 
as  on  economic  ability  to  finance  the  limited 
early  intervention  strategies  which  are  ex¬ 
traordinarily  expensive.  Given  that  econom¬ 
ic  position  dictates  access  to  medical  care 
and  support,  being  tested  may  make  sense 
only  if  there  is  access  to  community  peer 
support  groups  and  the  resources  to  finance 
high-cost  early  intervention  medical 
strategies  —  such  as  AZT. 

Dr.  Ken  Mayer  of  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center  warned  the  audience 
against  “get [ting]  ideologically  locked  in” 
to  one  point  of  view  about  testing.  He  added 
that  any  decisions  reached  about  testing 
now  will  have  to  change  at  some  point 
because  of  advances  in  AIDS  research  and 
education. 

Mayer  reminded  the  audience  the  test  is 
for  HIV,  not  for  AIDS.  He  further  stipu¬ 
lated  that  the  current  testing  method  is  a 
“litmus  test”  approach  because  it  offers  a 
yes  or  no  answer  to  the  question  of  seroposi¬ 
tivity.  Mayer  said  that  the  test  is,  therefore, 
“not  highly  useful  in  low  prevalence  areas” 
or  populations.  Given  that  the  test  has  a  0.1 
percent  failure  rate,  there  is  a  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  misdiagnosis  for  populations  with 
only  a  small  percentage  of  people  who  are 
HIV  positive. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  test  is  extremely 
accurate  in  high  prevalence  situations, 
where  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  is 
in  fact  HIV  positive.  Mayer  emphasized  that 
if  health  centers  rely  on  a  secondary  test  for 
confirmation,  the  test  can  have  great  utility 
for  high-prevalence  populations. 

Even  while  noting  possible  benefits  of 
testing,  however,  Mayer  emphasized  that 
testing  must  accompany  risk  assesment  by 
clinicians,  and  must  occur  only  with  ade¬ 
quate  anti-discrimination  and  confidentiali¬ 
ty  laws.  Mayer  criticized  the  DPH  move 
towards  confidentiality  over  anonymous 
testing  as  being  detrimental  to  the  test’s 
utility  with  high  risk  groups. 

Dr.  Marshall  Forstein,  a  physician  at 
Cambridge  City  Hospital  and  co-convener 
of  the  Mental  Health  Task  Force,  focused  on 
some  of  the  negative  aspects  of  testing.  He 
said  that  in  the  face  of  limited  medical, 
financial,  and  peer  support  resources, 
knowledge  that  one  is  HIV  positive  can  be 
detrimental.  “Who  has  access  to  what  treat¬ 
ment?  Who  is  going  to  provide  the  mental 
health  [support]?”  he  asked,  adding  that  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  has  made  it 
clear  that  they  will  not  be  responsible  for 
provision.  “It  is  a  magical  thought  that  by 
testing,  [we  will  have  access  to]  a  [health 
care]  delivery  system  that  has  eluded  us  for 
20  years,”  he  said.  Forstein  pointed  out  that 
early  intervention  with  AZT  is  successful  in 
only  50  percent  of  the  cases.  He  said  that  he 
was  “concerned  about  the  people  who  can’t 
benefit  from”  early  intervention  because 
they  are  ineligible  for  the  limited  trials 
underway  or  because  drugs  are  unafford¬ 
able  and  “who  are  then  left  with  the 
knowledge... and  need  to  find  some  way  to 
deal  with  their  seropositivity.” 

In  his  work  at  Cambridge  City  Hospital, 
Forstein  counsels  people  who  do  not  gener¬ 
ally  have  access  to  psychotherapy  support 
and  expensive  medications,  primarily  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  IV  drug  users.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  available  data  are  mostly  on  white, 
middle-class,  self-identified  gay  men  and  he 
said  that  that  information  cannot  necessari¬ 
ly  be  applied  to  other  people.  Such  studies 
indicate  that  these  men  are  more  likely  to 


take  precautions  if  they  know  their 
seropositivity.  Gay  men  in  these  studies 
usually  consider  themselves  to  be  at  risk, 
feel  that  they  can  do  something  about  being 
positive,  and  perceive  that  a  support  group 
is  available. 

“The  psychology  of  [taking]  the  test  is  not 
simple,”  said  Forstein.  He  said  that  some 
people  can  not  handle  the  information  well 
and  that  there  is  an  incredibly  high  rate  of 
suicide.  In  an  armed  services  study  (the  most 
detailed  study  available),  750  out  of  100,000 
committed  suicide  within  the  first  six  to 
twelve  months  of  testing  positive,  as  oppos¬ 
ed  to  the  usual  armed  services  rate  of  10.5 
suicides  per  100,000  people. 

Forstein  stressed  that  coping  psychologic¬ 
ally  must  be  factored  into  the  testing  deci¬ 
sion.  “People  are  having  a  very  difficult 
time  handling]  the  information  over  a  five- 
to-ten-year  period,”  he  said,  in  reference  to 
the  long  interval  between  testing  positive  for 
HIV  and  coming  down  with  AIDS.  He 
reminded  the  audience  to  look  forward  to  an 
even  longer  interval  period. 

Dr.  Michael  Meyers,  a  primary  care  in¬ 
ternist  in  primarily  Black  communities  in 
Dorchester,  said  he  attempts  to  responsibly 
educate  people  who  are  interested  in  being 
tested,  and  that  he  counsels  those  who  are 
positive  by  addressing  each  on  a  case-by-case 
basis.  “The  test  is  a  loaded  gun;  you  have  to 
be  extremely  careful  in  how  you  apply  it.” 

He  stressed  that  often  HIV  is  still  treated 
as  an  uncommon  infection,  and  that  com¬ 
munity  doctors  may  not  be  sensitive  to  rec¬ 
ognizing  the  symptoms  of  AIDS.  After  the 
forum,  Dr.  Meyers  further  explained  that 
this  may  be  due  to  “cultural  denial.  [Some 
community]  doctors  don’t  want  to  take  care 
of  a  gay  disease.  [Some  see  it  as]  their  pro¬ 
blem,  not  our  problem  in  South 
Dorchester.” 

Meyers  said  that  most  community  care 
givers  in  the  city  may  be  ignorant  as  to  the 
existence  of  less  expensive  drugs.  He  said 
that  although  he  has  been  able  to  tap  into  ex¬ 
perimental  drug  protocols  and  provide  AZT 
and  DDI  for  his  patients,  most  care  pro¬ 
viders  are  not  doing  so. 

Jules  Verdone,  the  Addiction  Resource 
Developer  for  AIDS  Action  Commitee,  fill¬ 
ed  in  at  the  last  minute  when  AIDS  educator 
Diana  Christmas  was  unable  to  attend.  Ver¬ 
done  said  the  IV  drug  users  who  are  seeking 
treatment  risk  “relapse”  due  to  the  anxiety 
of  testing,  whether  while  waiting  for  results, 
or  after  a  positive  or  negative  result.  In  her 
experience,  she  said,  the  primary  disease  of 
addiction  must  be  dealt  with  and  provided 
for  before  some  even  consider  taking  the 
test.  She  pointed  out  that  currently  “there 
are  800-1200  people  on  waiting  lists  every 
day  just  waiting  to  get  into  treatment.” 

Verdone  raised  complications  about  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  testing  that  specifically 
relate  to  IV  drug  users  and  those  who  are 
seeking  treatment.  For  instance,  how  can 
confidentiality  of  test  results  be  assured  for 
someone  who  goes  back  onto  the  streets  or  is 
in  and  out  of  different  treatment  centers? 
She  also  questioned  the  “informed 
consent”  of  someone  who  is  in  withdrawal. 
Verdone  reiterated  Forstein’s  comments 
about  how  individuals  cope  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  HIV  seropositivity.  “If  [they] 
recently  dealt  with  stress  by  using,  that’s 
what  [they]  will  do;  if  [they]  recently  dealt 
with  stress  by  support,  [then  that’s]  what 
they’ll  do,”  she  said. 

Community  educators  asked  difficult 
questions  about  some  of  the  basic  points 
that  had  been  raised.  For  instance,  does  a 
lack  of  access  to  health  care  mean  that  peo¬ 
ple  ought  not  to  know  their  status,  or  does  it 
mean  they  might  turn  to  “fight  like  hell  for 
those  needed  services”  in  the  words  of 
Diane  Perlmutter  of  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee? 

The  only  combative  moment  of  the  even¬ 
ing  occurred  when  Steven  Busby  of  ACT 
UP  strongly  and  angrily  challenged  the 
panelists  for  being  medically  paternalistic 
and  suggesting  that  knowledge  of  seroposi¬ 
tivity  might  be  detrimental  for  people  who 
have  limited  support  systems  and  finances. 
He  said  that  the  focus  on  potential  suicides 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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GCN  Job  Openings: 


Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 


Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 


All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

PWAs  in  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

First  off,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
outstanding  support  to  gay/lesbian  and 
PWA/HIV  prisoners  you  give  all  over  the 
states.  Your  up  to  the  minute  resource  list  is 
much  needed. 

Over  the  past  two  years  I  have  been 
writing  letters  to  all  the  organizations  on  the 
list  telling  them  about  the  treatment  of  gay, 
lesbian,  PWA  and  HIV  prisoners  and  how 
there’s  a  need  for  people  on  the  outside  to 
do  more  for  us  who  are  trapped  away  from 
services  and  information,  and  from  moral 
support  even!  I  have  gotten  a  lot  of  letters  of 


support,  which  are  most  appreciated,  but 
are  not  the  kind  of  help  we  need  to  get  better 
treatment  and  more  information. 

A  few  months  ago  I  read  a  story  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  newspaper  about  the 
group  that  is  protesting  the  inhuman  treat¬ 
ment  of  Charles  Manson,  being  denied  his 
TV  and  his  other  property  being  damaged  or 
stolen  by  guards.  Several  groups  donated 
money  for  him  to  replace  it. 

I  wrote  the  same  groups,  and  others  on 
your  list,  asking  for  donations  to  buy  a  sixty 
dollar  radio  so  the  PWAs  that  are  being 
locked  up  24  hrs  a  day,  seven  days  a  week 
could  have  something  other  to  do  besides 
staring  at  the  walls  wondering  how  much 
time  they  have  to  live  and  if  they  should  kill 
themselves  and  get  it  over  with  instead  of 
having  to  watch  their  health  deteriorate  and 
putting  up  with  the  physical  and  verbal 
abuse  by  other  inmates  and  prison  officials. 

It’s  a  wonder  that  no  one  writes  or  talks 
about  the  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  who 
have  committed  suicide.  It’s  a  wonder  to  me 
why  one  man  can  get  the  support  and  that 
hundreds  of  others  of  us  can’t  at  all. 

GCN  is  really  appreciated, 
Ronnie  Ellard 
AKA  ‘Silver’ 
D-61182  4B  8A  101 
PO  Box  1902-B 
Tehachapi,  CA  93561 

Responding  to  the  ADL 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Leonard  Zakim,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith  — 
Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Zakim: 

On  behalf  of  Am  Tikva  (greater  Boston’s 
community  of  gay  and  lesbian  Jews),  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  and  the  estimated  600,000  gay  men 
and  lesbians  living  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  we  request  that  the  New 
England  office  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  of  B’nai  B’rith  endorse  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill 
(H.5427).  This  bill  simply  adds  the  words 
“sexual  orientation”  to  the  existing  civil 
rights  statutes  in  Massachusetts,  amending 
Chapter  1 5 1 B  and  Chapter  272  of  the  Mass¬ 
achusetts  General  Laws,  to  prohibit  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  areas  of  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  credit,  and  public  accommodations. 
The  existing  civil  rights  statutes  now  pro¬ 
hibit  discrimination  in  these  areas  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  religious  creed,  national 
origin,  sex,  age,  ancestry,  and  handicap 
status. 

Discrimination  against  gay  people  is  wide¬ 
spread.  The  National  Institute  of  Justice’s 
“Report  on  Hate  Crimes,”  concluded  that 
“Homosexuals  are  probably  the  most  fre¬ 
quent  victims  of  hate-motivated  violence 
and  are  targeted  for  assault,  verbal  intimida¬ 
tion,  and  vandalism  more  often  than  are 
blacks,  Hispanics,  Southeast  Asians,  and 
Jews.”  Massachusetts  is  no  exception.  The 
1983  “Boston  Project  Survey”  conducted 
by  Mayor  Kevin  White’s  administration,  in¬ 
dicated  that  20  percent  of  gay  people  have 
been  discriminated  against  in  employment, 
and  13  percent  in  housing. 

In  Massachusetts,  a  landlord  can  deny 
housing  and  even  evict  tenants  for  being 
gay.  An  employer  can  refuse  to  hire  or  pro¬ 
mote  employees,  and  may  choose  to  fire  em¬ 
ployees,  simply  for  being  gay.  A  labor  union 
can  refuse  to  admit  qualified  workers,  and  a 
bank  can  refuse  to  grant  a  mortgage  or  ap¬ 
prove  credit,  simply  because  of  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  sexual  orientation.  Hotels  and  restau¬ 
rants  can  refuse  their  accomodations  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  In  all  these  situations,  gay 
men  and  lesbians  have  no  legal  recourse.  To¬ 
day,  Massachusetts  law  makes  these  actions 
illegal  if  they  are  done  simply  because  of  a 
person’s  race,  color,  religious  creed,  na¬ 
tional  origin,  sex,  ancestry,  or  handicap. 
With  passage  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights  Bill,  gay  men  and  lesbians  could  also 
enjoy  these  fundamental  human  rights. 

Opponents  of  this  bill  have  been  quick 
with  their  criticism,  making  many  inac¬ 
curate  claims  about  what  this  bill  would  do. 
Let  us  set  the  record  straight.  This  bill  does 
not  endorse  homosexuality.  This  bill  would 
grant  no  special  privileges  to  homosexuals, 
nor  would  it  allow  for  the  establishment  of 
affirmative  action  or  quotas.  This  bill  doe? 
not  address  AIDS.  This  bill  would  simpiy 
grant  gay  men  and  lesbians  equal  protection 
under  the  law  in  some  areas  where  they  have 
been  frequent  victims  of  discrimination. 

We  feel  that  upon  examination,  you’ll 
agree  that  this  bill  is  totally  consistent  with 
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the  stated  aims  and  goals  of  ADL,  as  well  as 
with  your  1986  National  Resolution,  oppos¬ 
ing  discrimination  based  upon  actual  or  per¬ 
ceived  sexual  orientation.  One  look  at  the 
long  list  of  Jewish  religious  and  community 
leaders  who  are  currently  fighting  for 
passage  of  this  bill  should  demonstrate  that 
ADL’s  support  would  also  be  consistant 
with  mainstream  Jewish  aspirations. 

As  leaders  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  we  appeal  to  ADL  to  take  a  strong 
stand  for  this  measure  of  basic  human 
rights.  As  Jews,  we  ask  that  ADL  extend  its 
advocacy  to  include  all  of  our  people, 
especially  those  in  the  greatest  need.  When 
Golda  Meir  addressed  the  1977  General 
Assembly  of  the  Council  of  Jewish  Federa¬ 
tions,  she  spoke  of  our  “one-ness,”  and  the 
absolute  necessity  that  none  of  our  people 
become  disenfranchised.  Clearly,  this  vision 
cannot  be  realized  when  ten  percent  of  our 
people  fall  outside  the  basic  protection  of 
the  law.  Please  act  now,  to  help  make  equal 
protection  under  the  law  a  reality  for  all 
Jews,  and  for  all  the  citizens  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

Thanking  you  for  your  consideration,  we 
are, 

Sincerely, 
Rick  Sholl 

_  Sue  Wilson 

Boston,  Mass. 

Thanks,  and  for  the  record... 

Dear  GCN : 

We  are  grateful  to  GCN  and  to  Jim  Kiely 
for  his  enthusiastic  article  covering  the 
Grand  Opening  of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Service  Center.  We  hope  that  all  our 
guests  had  a  good  time,  and  will  return  often 
to  help  make  the  Center  a  valuable  institu¬ 
tion  for  all  members  of  our  community. 
Nevertheless,  the  article  contained  some  im¬ 
portant  inaccuracies  which  should  be  cor¬ 
rected  for  the  sake  of  a  proper  historical 
record. 

1 .  Neither  the  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men,  nor  the  Service  Center  has 
ever  sought  “to  obtain  financial  assistance 
from  gay  and  lesbian  organizations .”  Fund¬ 
raising  efforts  have  been  focused  on  in¬ 
dividuals  within  the  community.  We  have 
sought  organizations  only  to  rent  office  and 
meeting  space  from  us,  at  rates  below 
market  rate.  Contributions  must  make  up 
the  deficit.  However,  individuals  were 
naturally  reluctant  to  donate  until  we  had 
organizations  committed  to  join. 

2.  The  breakthrough  occurred  last  Febru¬ 
ary  when  Larry  Basile  and  Kendall  Morrison 
made  a  very  generous  financial  offer  and 
joined  with  Ann  Sanders  to  create  a  second 
organization.  It  was  they,  not  we,  that 
located  and  originally  focused  on  the 
Morgan  Memorial  building  on  Berkeley 
Street. 

3.  It  was  only  after  there  was  a  general 
consensus  that  the  Morgan  Memorial  loca¬ 
tion  was  too  expensive  that  efforts  were 
made  to  find  an  alternate  site  and  Larry 
Basile  agreed  to  transfer  his  gift  to  that  site. 
Harry  Collings  did  not  “stumble”  on  the 
338  Newbury  site;  it  is  next  door  to  offices 
previously  taken  by  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  for  its  counseling  annex. 
This  occurred  in  May. 

Thank  you  for  printing  these  corrections. 

_  John  Graves 

Boston,  Mass. 

A  riot  just  nights  before 
Stonewall 

[The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  a  letter 
sent  to  Michael  Scherker,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  who  had  requested  information 
relating  to  the  Stonewall  riots.  —  Ed.] 

Dear  Michael, 

Unfortunately,  most  are  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  the  “rebellion”  began  with  the 
night  of  Stonewall,  that  not  many  bars  were 
being  raided  during  that  particular  period. 
But  the  catalyst  for  the  actions  of  the 
patrons  of  the  Stonewall  that  particular 
evening,  was  the  “97  Club”  (located  at  97 
St.  Marks  Place)  a  few  nights  earlier  when 
the  patrons  punched-out  a  number  of  police 
and  then  fought  their  way  out  of  the  bar. 
The  reaction  to  the  police  raiding  the  bar 
was  rather  spontaneous,  and  a  matter  of 
self-preservation,  as  opposed  to  any  precise, 
pre-determined,  act  of  courage  or  rebellion. 

The  “97”  was  located  in  the  basement.  It 
had  a  long  narrow  bar,  and  a  dance  room  to 
the  left  of  that  bar,  which  was  entered  by 
one  of  two  large  doors  on  either  side  of  a 
large  air-conditioner.  It  also  had  a  back- 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Moving  a  critical  discussion  forward 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

After  interviewing  Mike  Lew  about  male 
incest  survivors  (GCN,  May  28),  I  decided 
to  sit  back  and  see  what  would  happen.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  while  on  the  staff  of  GCN  I 
made  a  stab  at  creating  a  bridge  between  ac¬ 
tivists  against  child  sexual  abuse  (predomi¬ 
nantly  women)  and  the  many  gay  male  ac¬ 
tivists  who  defend  men  who  have  sex  with 
teenagers  and/or  boys  (often  these  activists 
make  no  distinctions  between  young 
children  and  teenagers  though  the  specific 
cases  they  most  frequently  defend  involve 
teens).  At  the  time,  such  a  dialogue  seemed 
critical  if  lesbians  and  gay  men  were  to  work 
effectively  together,  though  since  then  the 
growing  numbers  of  gay  men  identifying  as 
survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse  have  soften¬ 
ed  the  gender  lines.  Back  then  I  expressed 
dual  concerns:  that  many  anti-abuse  ac¬ 
tivists  seemed  much  too  willing  to  place  an 
uncritical  trust  in  “apolitical”  professionals 
and  —  even  more  frightening  —  in  regres¬ 
sive  law  enforcement  procedures,  while 
many  defenders  of  “inter-generational  sex” 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  extent  and  dire 
consequences  of  abuse  and  the  institu¬ 
tionalized  (and,  to  some  extent,  biologically 
determined)  powerlessness  of  children.  In 
private,  my  attempts  at  creating  a  middle 
ground  were  met  with  strenuous  disagree¬ 
ment  (to  put  it  mildly!)  from  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  fence,  and  no  one  seemed  willing 
to  move  the  discussion  forward. 

So  though  I  personally  have  a  hard  time 
stomaching  the  hyperbole  of  some  of  the 
“intergenerational  sex”  advocates  in  the  re¬ 
cent  letters  pages,  politically  I  have  to  say 
that  I’m  heartened  to  watch  some  crosstalk 
going  on,  and  to  see  some  small  signs  of 
movement  on  both  sides.  Where  people  are 
willing  to  scrutinize  their  own  experiences 
and  honestly  struggle  to  make  sense  out  of 
them  emotionally  and  politically,  there  is 
room  for  fruitful  discussion. 

However,  I  can’t  sit  back  and  take  in  Bill 
Andriette’s  equation  of  the  efforts  of  sur¬ 
vivor/activists  with  the  effects  of  racism 
(GCN,  Sept.  17).  As  I’m  sure  Andriette 
knows  (but  for  some  reason  fails  to  state), 
the  “socially-constructed  categories  that  are 
used  to  oppress”  of  which  he  speaks  oppress 
through  enforcing  power  differences  be¬ 


tween  categories:  e.g.,  within  the  categories 
he  uses,  adults  over  children,  whites  over 
Blacks.  By  what  leap  of  logic  can  a  child  (or 
an  adult  who  advocates  for  a  child)  in  an 
unequal  adult-child  power  relationship  be 
analogized  to  a  person  who  promotes 
racism?  Surely  Andriette  can  describe 
whatever  problems  and  distortions  in  the 
arguments  of  anti-abuse  activists  without 
resorting  to  convoluted  bullshit  that  insults 
the  anti-racist  and  anti-abuse  movements 
alike  while  exploiting  people  harmed  by 
racism. 

Certainly  there  are  circumstances  —  such 
as  the  example  Andriette  gives  of  the  myth¬ 
ology  of  Black  men  raping  white  women  — 
where  two  categories  of  power  differential 
collide.  (Such  is  also  the  case  when  gay  male 
pedophiles  are  singled  out  for  harsh  punish¬ 
ment  while  straight  men  abuse  children  with 
impunity.)  But  in  real  life  oppressions  more 
often  team  up,  so  that  racism  and  child  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  tend  to  reinforce  each  other:  e.g., 
children  of  color  are  particularly  vulnerable 
to  victimization  by  white  adults,  and  people 
within  communities  of  color  are  faced  with 
an  added  layer  of  difficulty  in  combatting 
child  abuse  because  of  the  need  to  maintain 
a  united  front  and  to  cope  with  other  press¬ 
ing  problems.  It’s  therefore  consistent  (and 
necessary)  for  those  of  us  who  work  against 
child  abuse  to  work  vigorously  against 
racism. 

Just  as  the  fight  against  sexual  abuse  has 
specific  implications  for  people  of  color,  it 
also  poses  particular  dilemmas  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  of  all  colors.  We,  too,  need  to 
“protect  our  own,”  and  we’re  forced  to  ex¬ 
pend  a  lot  of  our  energy  trying  to  celebrate 
our  right  to  engage  in  sexual  behavior  that  is 
often  illegal  though  it  hurts  no  one.  When 
members  of  our  own  community  sexually 
exploit  power  that  they  possess  through 
membership  in  an  oppressor  group,  we  feek 
the  need  to  maintain  a  united  front  and, 
thus,  to  protect  them.  When  a  gay  adult  gets 
arrested  for  using  young  children  in  pornog¬ 
raphy,  for  example,  we  know  full  well  that 
the  criminal  “justice”  system  that  snagged 
him  is  no  friend  of  any  of  ours;  when 
a  gay  boss  sexually  harasses  an  employee  or 
a  lesbian  therapist  or  physician  lures  a 


vulnerable  patient  into  a  sexual  situation,  we 
may  want  to  minimize  the  situation,  to  wish 
it  would  go  away,  to  identify  with  the  perpe¬ 
trator  as  much  as  with  the  victim.  Yet  the 
perpetrator  in  such  cases  is  putting  our  en¬ 
tire  community  in  jeopardy  by  behaving  in 
an  abusive  manner;  his/her  behavior  stands 
not  for  celebrating  our  sexuality  but  for 
depriving  victims  of  sexual  self-determina¬ 
tion  —  an  effect  that  is  certainly  not  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  goals  of  gay  liberation. 

The  bottom  line  is,  where  there  is  a 
socially-defined  and  -reinforced  power  dif¬ 
ferential  between  individuals  —  be  they 
adult/child,  Black/white,  doctor/patient  — 
somebody  on  one  side  of  the  power  divide 
gets  to  make  most  of  the  rules  and  choices 
and  to  then  define  the  social  meaning  of  the 
experience  to  others  afterwards;  and  —  peo¬ 
ple  being  people  —  those  somebodies  often 
have  only  their  own  interests  at  heart.  Peo¬ 
ple  who  use  sex  to  abuse  power  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  institutions  that  protect  them  will  go 
through  mind-bogglingly  convoluted 
manipulations  to  avoid  copping  to  this  sim¬ 
ple  arid  obvious  fact,  and  —  power  being 
power  —  they  often  get  away  with  it,  for  the 
time  being. 

In  the  long  run,  the  most  powerful  anti¬ 
dote  to  this  is  for  all  of  us  to  work  toward  a 
society  where  groups  don’t  oppress  other 
groups;  in  the  meantime,  it  is  a  profoundly 
political  act  for  gay  and  lesbian  survivors  of 
incest,  rape,  sexual  abuse,  sexual  malprac¬ 
tice  and  all  those  other  “dirty  little  secrets” 
that  have  been  foisted  upon  us  to  keep 
speaking  up  and  coming  out,  powerfully 
and  simply,  and  telling  our  stories.  I  don’t 
agree  with  100  percent  of  what  Mike  Lew 
said  in  the  interview  I  conducted  with  him. 
(It  was  my  job  to  elicit  his  views  and  not  to 
put  forward  my  own).  But  I  am  eternally 
thankful  to  him  for  offering  his  experience 
and  valuable  insight  in  the  service  of  em¬ 
powering  my  gay  brothers  to  tell  their  stories 
and  to  overcome  the  effects  of  abuse. 

Pam  Mitchell’s  radical,  anti-racist  politics 
are  her  only  inheritance  from  her  two  ex¬ 
tremely  disturbed  and  abusive  leftist 
parents.  She  knows  from  bitter  experience 
that  power  can  corrupt  progressives. 


room  kitchen  which  served  sandwiches.  As 
was  common  in  those  days,  the  backroom 
was  equipped  with  flashing  lights  that  would 
be  activated  by  the  barkeep  to  alert  patrons 
that  they  ought  to  be  cautious  about  their 
behavior  until  an  all-clear  signal  was  given. 

Both  the  Stonewall  and  the  “97”  were 
favored  clubs  of  the  young  crowd.  On  the 
night  in  question,  there  was  a  group  of 
young  males  (23-25),  that  had  come  to  the 
“97.”  One  was  an  openly  gay  macho  male, 
and  the  others  were  primarily  straight  (but 
open  to  trying  things)  friends,  who  would 
occasionally  accompany  their  friend  to  the 
bars.  The  individual  was  consider  an  “unof¬ 
ficial  bouncer”  by  the  bar  managers,  due  to 
his  intervening  in  and  settling  a  number  of 
incidents  in  the  past,  and  he  had  carte  blan¬ 
che  in  the  use  of  the  kitchen  area. 

On  this  particular  night  the  individual  was 
in  the  kitchen  when  he  heard  a  disturbance 
in  the  bar.  When  he  came  out  of  the  kitchen, 
he  saw  to  his  left  a  number  of  men  in  street 
clothes  tearing  down  an  awning  over  the 
back  portion  of  the  bar,  and  throwing  bot¬ 
tles  of  liquor  on  the  floor.  He  instantly  grab¬ 
bed  both  of  the  persons  in  turn,  punching 
them  out  before  becoming  aware  of  the 
other  uniformed  and  plain  clothes  police 
wrecking  the  front  part  of  the  bar.  In  all  the 
noise  and  confusion,  his  friends  had  joined 
in  and  together  with  the  other  patrons  of  the 
bar,  began  to  fight  their  way  out  into  the 
street,  while  punching  and  throwing  glasses 
and  bottles  at  the  police.  When  they  were 
outside,  they  continued  throwing  articles 
and  left  the  area. 

It  was  this  Fighting  back  with  the  police 
(though  unintentional)  that  everyone  jn  the 
Village  was  talking  about  for  the  week 
leading  up  to  the  night  of  Stonewall.  Con¬ 
versations  with  many  of  the  people  who 
were  present  at  the  Stonewall  incident  (I  was 
out  of  the  city  that  particular  period),  evinc¬ 
ed  that  they  reacted  to  the  raid  on  the  Stone¬ 
wall  because  of  the  knowledge  that  others 
had  fought  back  at  the  “97”  just  nights 
before. 


Investigation  of  the  police  records  for 
that  period  will  verify  that  the  “97”  was  in¬ 
deed  raided  and  closed  the  weekend  before 
the  Stonewall  raid.  The  “97”  also  had  the 
then  typical  large  white  sign  placed  in  its 
window,  informing  the  world  that  the  bar 
was  closed  because  it  was  a  dreaded  “HO¬ 
MOSEXUAL”  hangout. 

Is  this  information  important  to  an  ac¬ 
curate  history  of  how  our  class  began  its 
struggle  for  recognition  as  equals?  In  my 
opinion  it  is,  as  it  demonstrates  that  even  an 
unintentional  act  on  the  part  of  an  individu¬ 
al  can  act  as  a  catalyst  for  additional  actions 
that  brought  on  the  beginning  of  our  strug¬ 
gle  for  recognition  of  our  rights. 

It  will  be  up  to  historians. to  verify  the 
facts  and  include  this  precursor  event  if  they 
are  interested  in  creating  an  authentic  and 
complete  statement  on  the  inception  of  our 
class  rebellion  and  struggle. 

Sincerely, 
Edward  Federowicz 
_  67738  Bag  R 

Rahway,  N.J.  07065 


Feisty  chanteuse  recovering 

Dear  GCN: 

For  those  who  sat  around  Ellie  Hynes’ 
piano,  you  should  know  that  she  is  recuper¬ 
ating  from  a  foot  amputation  at  Elliot 
Hospital  (Room  339),  in  Manchester,  N.H. 
She  would  appreciate  hearing  from  her  “gay 
kids.” 

This  talented  and  feisty  chanteuse  enter¬ 
tained  many  of  us  for  over  40  years  in  every 
bistro  from  Scollay  to  Park  Square(s),  Pro- 
vincetown  and  Providence.  She  is  best  re¬ 
membered  for  the  many  years  at  12  Carver 
(and  for  her  risque  parodies  —  some  are  still 
sung  in  the  area  clubs  today  —  “Fascinating 
Bitch,”  “Morgan  Memorial”  and  “The 
Mailman,”  etc.)  Of  all  the  piano  players  she 
was  held  in  high  esteem. 

Incidentally,  if  anyone  has  any  taoes  or 


pictures,  would  you  contact  me  through 
GCN1 

Thanks, 

_  Steve  Burke 

Boston,  Mass. 
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GCN  Internships 


Students:  —  GCN  has  internships!  Come  gain 
experience  in  journalism  and  non-profit  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Internships  may  focus  on  one  or  more  of  the 
following  areas,  depending  on  the  intern’s  skills 
and  interests:  local  and  national  reporting, 
features  and  book  review  writing,  layout/produc¬ 
tion,  illustration/graphics,  photography,  market¬ 
ing/ad  sales,  events  organizing,  fundraising,  grant 
writing,  prisoner  support,  calendar  coordination, 
tape  transcribing,  proofreading,  and  typesetting, 
among  other  projects. 

The  most  important  qualification  for  intern¬ 
ships  is  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation. 
Other  qualification  requirements  are  specific  to 
the  type  of  internship;  we  are,  however,  willing 
to  train.  Internships  are  available  for  fall  or  spring 
semesters,  as  well  as  for  winter  break  and  summer 
term.  No  pay  is  available,  but  work  study  and/or 
course  credit  may  be  arranged.  GCN  offers  all  in¬ 
terns  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation.  Deadlines 
for  application  are  not  fixed. 

Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  (or 
description  of  work  experiences  and  community 
involvement)  to:  Natalie  Diffloth,  Coordinating 
Editor,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Frank  support 


Lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocates  rally  behind  Mass,  rep 


By  Jason  Healy 

BOSTON  —  As  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.)  faces  investigations  by  the  House 
Ethics  Committee,  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
advocates  are  rallying  behind  the  openly  gay 
member  of  Congress.  Many  community 
members  have  expressed  outrage  at  exten¬ 
sive,  excessive  and  unfair  coverage  by  the 
straight  media  and  vowed  to  lend  their  sup¬ 
port  to  Frank. 

Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  director  of 
Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  told  GCN  that  Frank 
has  raised  a  range  of  issues  —  including  gay 
and  lesbian  concerns  —  that  are  not  usually 
represented  in  Congress.  Cathcart  said  he 
had  just  sent  a  telegram  of  support  to  Frank 
and  that  many  people  who  support  Frank 
have  not  voiced  their  opinions  yet  because 
no  one  expected  the  controversy  to  last  so 
long. 

Arline  Isaacson  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  told  GCN  that 
she  was  “appalled  by  the  lack  of  loyalty” 
shown  to  Frank  from  Democrats  and  some 
members  of  the  gay  community.  She  said 
she  had  the  “sense  that  some  people  are 
dropping  him  like  a  hot  potato.” 

However,  Urvashi  Vaid,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  said  that  in  her  recent  travels  around 
the  country,  she  has  not  heard  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  speak  out  against  Frank. 

Members  of  Boston’s  gay  community 
were  visibly  angry  at  the  Boston  Globe's 
coverage  of  the  Frank  scandal.  So  far,  three 
negative  editorials  and  almost  daily 
coverage  of  the  case  have  appeared  in 
Boston’s  most  influential  daily.  MASS  ACT 
OUT’s  Margaret  Cerullo  said  that  she  was 
“flipped  out. ..I  cannot  believe  the  Globe.” 
Jade  McLeughlin,  another  member  of 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  said  that  the  Globe  has 
been  “ridiculous  and  homophobic.”  “It 
would  certainly  be  a  good  time  to  cancel 
your  subscription,”  she  said. 

David  LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  said  that  the 
Globe  has  always  had  “outrageously  poor” 
coverage  of  gay  and  lesbian  issues  and  sug¬ 
gested  a  possible  boycott  of  the  paper.  The 
Globe  is  the  only  major  newspaper  whose 
coverage  is  actually  deteriorating  in  its 
coverage  of  gay  and  lesbian  concerns,  he  said. 

McGleughlin  said  she  was  also  disap¬ 
pointed  by  actions  taken  by  the  Washington 
Blade,  D.C.’s  gay  and  lesbian  paper.  (Frank 
has  said  that  he  hired  Steven  Gobie  from  an 
ad  that  appeared  in  the  Blade.)  According  to 
McGleughlin,  the  Blade  had  released  to  the 
Globe  misleading  information  about  an  opi¬ 
nion  poll  about  Frank.  While  the  early 
results  from  the  poll  indicated  a  negative 
reaction  to  Frank’s  conduct  in  the  affair,  the 
completed  poll  was  heavily  supportive  of 
Frank. 

Homophobia  and  ‘whoreaphobia’ 

Don  Gorton  of  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  told  GCN 
that  what  conservatives  are  calling  a  double 
standard  in  favor  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  is 
actually  a  double  standard  that  has  no  sym¬ 
pathy  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  He  said  that 
the  media  say  that  no  one,  gay  or  straight 
should  employ  a  prostitute.  A  gay  man, 
however,  is  not  in  the  same  situation  as 
straight  man,  claimed  Gorton. 

Dave  LaFontaine  agreed  with  some  of  the 
criticisms  pointed  out  by  the  straight  press. 
Prostitution,  he  said,  is  a  form  of  exploita¬ 
tion.  “People  who  hire  prostitutes  support  a 
way  of  life  that  is  horrible.”  When  asked 
about  this  observation,  GLAD’s  Cathcart 
retorted,  “What  about  the  exploitation  of 
fast  food  joints,”  which  pay  workers 
meager  wages  for  unpleasant  work. 

Carol  Leigh,  a  working  prostitute  in  San 
Francisco,  told  GCN,  “I’m  sorry  we  can’t 
talk  about  whores  without  stigmatizing 
them.”  She  also  said  that  she  is  waiting  for 
Frank  to.  relinquish  his  guilt  about  having 
hired  a  prostitute.  She  said  she  was  sad 
because  “the  worst  things  are  happening  in 
our  most  vulnerable  places,”  adding  that 
she  is  seeing  a  lot  of  “internalized 
homophobia  and  whoreaphobia.”  Leigh 
said  that  “Frank  was  wrestling  with  his 
guilt”  about  homosexuality  and  irostitu- 
tion  —  two  sexuality  issues  .t  are  con¬ 
sidered  shameful  in  society. 

She  wanted  Frank  to  abandon  his  contrite 
tone  when  speaking  of  his  relations  with 
prostitutes,  and  added,  “Since  Frank  is  a 
trick,  he  owes  us  (prostitutes)  one.” 
Although  she  was  reluctant  to  say  anything 


negative  about  Frank,  she  did  say  that  she 
would  like  to  see  him  speak  out  for  pro¬ 
stitutes  and  the  legalization  of  prostitution. 

NGLTF’s  Vaid  said  her  one  hope  is  that  the 
Frank  incident  has  created  an  opportunity 
to  “talk  about  the  closet  in  a  fresh  way.”  It 
may  make  it  easier  to  come  out,  she  said, 
because  one  can  see  by  example  that  it’s 
easier  for  someone  who  is  out  to  deal  with 
personal  crises. 

As  for  the  future  impact  of  the  case, 
LaFontaine  and  Isaacson  both  predict  that 
the  Frank  scandal  will  be  used  against  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  Bill, 
which  is  currently  on  the  floor  of  the  state 
Senate.  While  opponents  of  the  bill  may  try 
to  use  the  scandal,  Isaacson  doesn’t  think 
that  “that  argument  will  prevail.”  Don 
Gorton  believes  that  the  decision  of  the 
Ethics  Committee  will  be  “pivotal,”  not 
because  of  the  narrowly  legal  decision  it  may 
reach,  but  because  the  decision  will  be  an 
evaluation  of  Frank’s  character. 

Vaid  said  that  Frank  “should  not  be 
railroaded  out  of  office.”  As  she  has  travell¬ 
ed  around  the  country,  Vaid  has  rarely 
heard  people  speak  out  against  Frank. 
“Barney  has  been  a  superb  congressman  on 
many  issues,”  she  said. 

Cathcart  told  GCN  that  he  had  became 
more  and  more  furious  about  the  over¬ 
publicity  in  the  case  just  in  such  a  short 
period  of  time.  He  said  he  was  angry  that 
someone’s  “personal  property”  was  being 
judged.  “The  question  is:  Has  he  been  ef¬ 
fective  and  can  he  continue  to  do  that?” 
Echoing  Cathcart,  Isaacson  said.  “We 
ought  to  be  judging  him  on  how  he’s  per¬ 
formed  in  what  we’ve  asked  him  to  do.”  □ 


Gay  rights 


Continued  from  page  I 

seriously  our  pledge  [of  allegiance].  We  de¬ 
mand  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  our  hap¬ 
piness.” 

Despite  the  seriousness  of  the  issue,  the 
mood  at  the  rally  was  relaxed.  Lobbyist 
Steven  Tierney  of  the  Caucus  joked  that 
after  all  of  the  elected  officials  spoke,  it  was 
finally  time  for  the  “gay  portion”  of  the 
evening.  When  McCray  reminded  the  crowd 
that  notorious  homophobe  Edward  Kirby 
(R-Whitman)  suggested  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  take  hormones  to  change,  ralliers 
laughed  and  shouted  that  Kirby  should  take 
the  hormone  pills. 

Future  of  the  bill 

Barrett  gave  a  status  report  on  the  bill  and 
said  that  the  week  of  the  rally  was  the  key 
week  for  the  bill.  He  said  that  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  that  so  many  came  out  in  support  of  the 
bill.  On  Oct.  2,  Bulger  —  in  a  move  identical 
to  one  he  made  in  June  when  the  bill  first  hit 
the  Senate  floor  —  ordered  that  all  amend¬ 
ments  had  to  be  filed  by  the  end  of  the  day 
on  Oct.  3.  Bulger’s  move  puts  a  finite  limit 
on  the  number  of  delays  that  can  be  offered 
and  it  means  that  from  now  on,  any  propos¬ 
ed  amendments  cannot  be  postponed  for  in¬ 
clusion  in  the  calendar.  Since  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  is  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  since 
most  amendments  are  defeated  anyway, 
delays  in  previous  years  have  occurred  when 
the  Senate  was  forced  to  table  discussion  of 
amendments  until  they  were  printed  in  the 
calendar. 

As  of  Oct.  4,  according  to  David 
Osborne,  an  aide  to  Barrett,  the  Senate  had 
defeated  two  amendments,  leaving  only  1 1 
more  on  the  calendar.  (One  of  the  remaining 
amendments  insures  the  status  of  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  family  as  the  basic  family  unit  for 
public  policy  agencies.)  “We  think  we  can 
fight  off  any  new  amendments,  “  said 
Osborne.  “The  Senate  President  seems  to  be  : 
leaning  towards  fairness  with  this  bill  and  I 
we’re  very  pleased  with  that.” 

The  Senate  will  probably  hold  its  next  ses¬ 
sion  Oct.  8,  and  some  estimate  that  the  bill 
should  clear  the  Senate  by  the  end  of  Oc- ' 
tober.  Should  the  bill  by  approved  by  the 
Senate,  it  would  either  be  enacted  or  sent  to 
a  conference  committee,  made  up  of  both 
House  and  Senate  members,  for  debate  on 
the  amendments. 

“This  was  a  great  victory  in  and  of  itself, 
regardless  of  whether  the  bill  passes  or  not,” 
said  LaFontaine.  “I  think  the  message  we 
sent  to  the  legislature  was  that. ..we  could 
produce  five  times  the  [number  of]  people  I 
inside  [the  gallery]  disrupting  their  business  * 
and  they  [must  now]  realize  that.”  □ 


GET  STUFFED! 

the  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING  PARTY 

Each  and  every  Friday  Night  at 

"GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS"' 

62  Berkeley  Street 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


^  i  ^  ^  & 

^  C^clSLlcu  ? 

Elegant  Accommodation 
for  Women 

A  home  of  Victoriana  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  •  24  hour  desk/security 

AC  and  private  bath  •  Continental  breakfast 

•  Pool  •  Airport  pickup  by 

•  Private  parking  arrangement 


707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2211 
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Affordable  Dreams.  .  . 

Choose  your  pool  —  Choose  your  payment 


INSTALLED 

RECTANGULAR  ON- 
GROUND  POOLS 

From  $7995 

FINANCE  AT  $89.00 
MONTH 

•  Completely  installed  with  dual 
filtration  system  and  deluxe 
maintenance  package 

•  Custom  sizes  with  carpeted 
patio  deck  and  walk  around 

•  40  year  guarantee 


EXTRUDED  ALUMINUM 
ABOVE-GROUND  FENCE 
ON  DECK  POOL 

From  $3395 

FINANCE  AT  $50.00 
MONTH 

Complete  with  1  HP  filter  and 
maintenance  package. 

•  30  year  structural  warrantee 

Liner  Replacements  & 
Pool  Closings 
1-800-822-8013 


Save  up  to  $2000 


CUSTOM  IN-GROUND 
POOLS 

From  $9995 

Reg.  $12,120 

FINANCE  AT  $99.00 
MONTH 

•  Choice  of  shapes  and  sizes 
•  Completely  installed  with  com¬ 
mercial  filter  and  maintenance 
equipment 
•  30  mil.  commercial  liner 

Call  for  FREE 
Home  Survey.  .  . 

LIFETIME  WARRANTEE 

CALL  1-800-822-8013  for  brochure  and  appointment 

FAMILY  POOLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC. 

Authorized  Baquadl  Dealer 
RT  123  Brockton  508/559-6699 
RT  44  Middleboro  508/824-1317 
-  OPEN  7  DAYS  - 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 


1*900*999*8500 

<«<  tstahit* 


50<  each  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


$pmwfjy 


B.'craf  schoo utd 

•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Gornigo 

at  Salem 
Pickering  Wharf 
Salem,  Mass.  01970 
(508)  745-0552 


Magick  in  the  Scottish  Celtic  tradition 
Oils,  brews,  incense,  herbs, 
Tarot  cards,  craft  bric-a-brac 
Daily  10am-6pm,  Fri.  10am-8pm 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  I 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away  I 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power\ 

Next  Service: 

Oct.  10th,  7:30  PM 
St.  Jean  the  Evangelist  Church 
253  Watertown  Street 
Newton,  Mass. 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical 
Taskforce  on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


Life  in  the  Fast  Lane 

in  perpetual  motion... 
a  different  date  every  night. . . 
dancing,  drinking,  and  coke 
until  dawn. .  .so  much  excite¬ 
ment  that  nobody  sees  the 
emptiness  inside. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 

i 


AM  TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 
•  Holiday  Observances 
•Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


1! 
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ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


In  an  unlikely  place, 
women  offer  each  other 
AIDS  education  and  love 

The  AIDS  Counseling  and  Education  Program  at 
Bedford  Hills  Prison  for  Women  brings  accurate 
information,  peer  support  —  and  hope 


By  Sue  Rochman 

Lean  on  me,  I  am  your  sister 
Believe  on  me,  I  am  your  friend' 

The  fifteen  women  joined  hands  to  sing 
these  words,  wiping  tears  from  their 
eyes  and  exhanging  smiles  around  the 
room.  Out  in  “the  yard,”  bordered  on  three 
sides  by  a  high  chain  link  fence  and  enclosed 
on  the  fourth  side  by  the  cement  building 
with  barred  windows,  other  women  walked 
alone  or  in  pairs.  Inside  the  cement  walls  are 
the  six-by-ten  cells  where  the  women  report 
four  count  four  times  a  day,  the  rectangles 
each  woman  attempts  to  transform  into 
“home.” 

Thinking  back  to  the  four-hour  drive 
from  my  upstate  New  York  home  to  Bed¬ 
ford  Hills,  I  remembered  all  the  questions 
and  hopes  I  had  had  for  this  interview.  Now 
it  was  drawing  to  a  close,  nearly  three  hours 
since  I  had  first  entered  the  trailer  where  I 
was  searched  with  a  metal  detector,  had  my 
hand  stamped  and  my  tape  recorder  denied. 
Only  then  was  I  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  two  locked  gates  (only  one  could  be  open 
at  a  time)  that  allowed  me  to  enter  the 
grounds;  finally  I  had  been  escorted  by  a 
prison  guard,  through  another  locked  gate, 
-into  the  school  room  where  my  interview 
would  take  place. 

Here  in  this  room,  the  song  continued, 
sung  by  women  who  have  come  together  to 
offer  AIDS  education,  support  and  love  in 
an  unlikely  place:  a  maximum-security  pris¬ 
on  for  women.  The  words  of  the  song  are 
significant  not  only  in  terms  of  the  message 
of  the  AIDS  Counseling  and  Education 
(ACE)  Program,  but  in  that  they  reflect  the 
ways  these  women  have  created  a  sense  of 
community  for  themselves  and  for  the  780 
inmates  at  Bedford  Hills  Correctional 
Facility.  Located  approximately  90  minutes 
north  of  New  York  City,  Bedford  Hills  is 
New  York  state’s  only  maximum-security 
prison  for  women. 

You  can  count  on  me  to  share  the  load 

“Who’s  going  to  get  the  words  typed 
up?” 

“I  will.” 

“Then  get  them  to  me,  I’ll  xerox  them 
off.” 

“Will  everyone  be  able  to  go?” 

“Should  we  do  both  songs?” 

The  interview  had  flowed  into  a  meeting 
as  the  women  began  to  discuss  the  work 
which  would  have  to  be  completed  by  Fri¬ 
day.  They  were  planning  the  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  for  Carmen.  The  quilt  being  made  by 
Aida  would  be  finished  in  time  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  and  go  on  to  become  part  of  the 
NAMES  Project.  ACE  keeps  a  photo  album 
with  pictures  of  each  beautiful  quilt  they 
have  made;  there  are  now  22  pictures,  one 
for  each  woman  who  has  died  of  AIDS  in 
Bedford  Hills  since  1985.  Carmen’s  death 
not  only  required  space  for  collective  grief, 
it  underscored  the  necessity  of  ACE’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  prisoners  with  realistic 
AIDS  counseling  and  education. 

Although  ACE  was  not  officially 
recognized  by  New  York  state  as  an 
authorized  inmate  group  until  May  of  1988, 
women  at  Bedford  Hills  began  to  organize 
around  AIDS  issues  in  1985.  Since  that  time 
the  group  has  grown  and  flourished  and  the 
women  of  ACE  have  been  fundamentally 
responsible  for  the  changes  that  have  occur¬ 
red  in  the  attitudes  of  the  inmates.  As  a  self¬ 
generated  prisoner  group,  ACE  set  out  to 
confront  the  fears  and  mistruths  being 
perpetuated  about  AIDS  by  both  inmates 
and  correctional  officers.  They  began  to 
write  to  outside  groups  requesting  AIDS  in¬ 
formation  and  put  pressure  on  the  adminis¬ 
tration  to  bring  in  AIDS  educators  who 
could  address  the  prisoners’  growing  fears. 

ACE  has  now  become  a  unique  educa¬ 
tional  and  counseling  program.  Despite  the 
fact  that  AIDS  is  currently  the  leading  cause 
of  death  among  prisoners  in  New  York 
state,2  and  that  the  New  York  state  prison 
system  houses  more  inmates  with  AIDS 
than  any  other  state,  there  exists  no  state  or 


systemwide,  on-going,  AIDS  training  or 
education  program  for  inmates,  correc¬ 
tional  officers,  Alcohol  or  Substance  Abuse 
Teams,  chaplains  or  health  care  staff.' 

And  I  will  always  help  you... 

“ACE  broke  ground,”  said  Joey,  one  of 
the  women  of  ACE.4  “The  institution  was 
not  helping  [inmates  understand  AIDS];  the 
Department  of  Health  provided  no  real  in¬ 
formation,  just  a  few  posters  that  did  not 
address  the  reality  of  prison  life....  We 
taught  ourselves  to  understand  that  AIDS  is 
not  what  this  poster  says.” 

Judy,  one  of  the  original  organizers  of 
ACE  in  1985,  said  prisoners  and  staff  had 
been  especially  fearful  of  casual  contact 
before  ACE  began.  These  fears  were  dem¬ 
onstrated  in  the  use  of  masks  and  gloves  by 
prison  guards  and  the  ostracization  and 
hostility  directed  by  inmates  at  those  even 
suspected  of  having  AIDS/ARC  or  HIV. 
For  Judy,  observing  these  growing  divisions 
between  the  women  at  Bedford  Hills  meant 
she  needed  to  begin  working  to  build  a  way 
for  women  to  “deal  with  AIDS  as  a  com¬ 
munity.”  This  was  the  initial  idea  for  ACE. 
Explained  Judy,  “ACE  brought  the  reality 
of  AIDS  [to  the  population]:  It’s  no  longer 
other.  It’s  us.  We  must  handle  it  or  we  will 
all  go  down.” 

Added  Kathy,  “The  bad  medical  care,  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  consistent  on-going 
education. ..meant  we  would  have  to  em¬ 
power  ourselves.  We  wrote  a  proposal  for  a 
one-to-one  program  where  inmates  would 
assist  other  inmates  in  dealing  with  the 
realities  of  AIDS  by  providing  peer  counsel¬ 
ing  and  education.”  Women  began  to  take 
part  because  they  had  been  affected;  the 
wqmen  of  ACE  all  spoke  of  their  personal 
reasons  for  joining:  knowing  someone  with 
AIDS,  having  a  friend  die  of  AIDS,  or 
because  they  themselves  are  HIV  positive  or 
living  with  AIDS. 

ACE’s  proposal  led  to  four  intensive 
training  sessions  for  25  Bedford  Hills 
women  on  AIDS  education  and  peer  coun¬ 
seling  conducted  by  educators  at  Montefi- 
ore  Hospital.  Since  then  the  women  of  ACE 
have  constantly  worked  to  strengthen  their 
educational  and  counseling  skills.  They 
receive  the  most  recent  AIDS  information 
and  they  network  with  other  groups  work¬ 
ing  both  inside  and  outside  prison  facilities 
to  provide  AIDS  education  to  women. 

One  such  outside  organization,  New  York 
City’s  Women  and  AIDS  Resource  Net¬ 
work,  has  visited  Bedford  Hills  to  exchange 
information  with  ACE  members  as  well  as 
to  learn  the  techniques  ACE  uses  in  their 
workshops.  As  peer  educators  and  counsel¬ 
ors  the  women  of  ACE  are  an  incredible 
resource;  they  know  how  to  reach  out  to  and 
gain  the  credibility  of  communities  of 
women  that  are  in  need  of  AIDS  education 
—  whether  inside  prisons  or  on  the  outside. 

Prison  officials  estimate  that  over  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  inmates  in  New  York  prisons, 
and  at  least  40  percent  of  those  incarcerated 
in  New  York  City  jails,  have  drug  use  histor¬ 
ies.5  It  is  thus  estimated  that  at  least  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  women  at  Bedford  Hills  would 
test  HIV  positive.  But  AIDS  education  and 
prevention  is,  obviously,  not  only  an  issue  < 
for  these  women  while  they  are  incarcera¬ 
ted.  AIDS  is  the  leading  cause  of  death 
among  women  25-34  years  old  in  New  York  • 
City  (84  percent  of  these  women  are  women 
of  color)  and  one  out  of  61  of  the  babies 
born  in  New  York  City  is  HIV  positive. 
These  realities  push  ACE  members  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  extent  to  which  other  prisoners 
can  provide  education  on  the  outside;  they 
are  teaching  women  how  to  talk  about  AIDS 
prevention  to  their  families,  friends,  lovers 
and  children.  The  education  they  provide 
for  inmates  has  far-reaching  implications;  it 
is  a  direct  route  into  the  low-income,  IV 
drug  using,  and/or  communities  of  color 
that  are  currently  being  devastated  by 
AIDS.  And  it  is  these  same  communities 
that  are  overrepresented  in  the  prison  popu¬ 
lation;  Black  and  Latino  people  compose  80 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Most  are  plastic , 
some  are  for  real 


I  waited 


Dennis  Lennon 


(Dedicated  to  Fast  Black) 

It  took  so  long  for  me  to  capture  your  heart,  why? 

It  took  so  long  forme  to  get  your  attention,  why? 

I  tried  everything  I  could  to  distract  you,  why? 

I  acted  cold,  malicious,  despiteful, 
but  still  you  wouldn’t  bother,  why? 

I  sang  songs  from  my  heart,  but  you  still  wouldn’t  listen,  why? 

I  reached  out  to  grab  you,  but  you  snatched  away,  why? 

I  drew  beautiful  pictures,  but  you  still  didn’t  pay  attention,  why? 
You  even  gave  me  a  deck  of  cards,  but  still  wouldn't  talk,  why? 

I  wanted  you  so  badly  but  you  didn’t  care,  why? 

After  so  long  you  finally  gave  into  me,  why? 

Angela  Davis 


Block  out  recreation 


Cast  into  this  arena  by  the  ruling  class, 
to  break  strong  minds 
and  maintain  control 
of  their  hell  hole. 


It’s  sho’nuff  cold... 


Tony  |ones 


Now,  I  open  my  eyes. 

I  am  still  here 
in  my  little  cell. 

I  think  we  will  read  that  story  now. 

As  i  settle  back,  1  hear 
from  outside  the  window 
in  front  of  my  cell 
‘Chick-a-dee’. 

’Chick-a-dee’  comes  my  answering  sigh 
from  deep  inside  my  stump 
of  crushing  loneliness. 

Joey  Jessamine 


Starvation 

It  is  the  seventh  week 
since  my  last  meal. 

My  face  in  the  mirror, 
lean  and  stubbled, 

has  begun  to  resemble  Rimbaud  in  Brussels 
or  Durer's  angel  of  death. 

I  could  eat  if  I  wanted  to, 
but  this  hunger  sharpens  shadows, 
hones  the  sky  to  an  unbearable  blue, 
and  dulls  the  sadness  I  have  never 
been  able  to  explain. 

I  have  read  of  castaways 

who  strangle  rats  with  their  bare  hands 

after  prolonged  famine. 

I  wonder  what  happens 
when  appetite  maddens  them 
to  the  brink  of  death. 

Do  the  veins  bulge 
and  the  eyes  explode 
as  I  have  heard  they  do 
during  electrocutions? 

Or  do  they  finally  see  the  world 
stark  and  without  pretense, 
meeting  the  ferocious  loneliness 
of  winter  sunlight 
face  to  face? 


Dad 

I  often  wonder  what  it  would  be  like 
to  hug  and  kiss  my  Dad  goodnight. 

If  he  were  dead  and  not  alive, 

I’d  understand  why 
he’s  not  there  when  I  cry. 

Most  times  when  I  call, 
they  say  he's  not  there, 
but  I  hear  his  voice 
and  the  movement  of  a  chair. 

I  ask  him  to  come  and  visit, 
he  promises  he  will, 
he  gives  me  a  date, 

I  wait  and  wait... 
and  the  years  pass  by. 

Rocky  M.  Coates 


(A  raving/scrawling  challenge) 


Drink  me  dry... 

Drink  me  dry 
Leave  your  love  in  me 
Tell  me  how  to  be 
Caress  me 
Love  me  forcefully 
Impale  me 
Ride  me  out  to  sea 
Guide  me 

Deep  inside  of  you 
Show  me  what  you  need 
Lay  down  here  beside  me 
And  fill  me  with  your  seed 

Bill  Dietch 


TAKE  A  WALK  ON  THE  WILD  SIDE 

(single  cell  isolation — ‘administrative  segregation' 

SEE  THE  SO-CALLED  "MENTAL  HALL" 

YA  WANNA  SEE  REAL  WILD 
TAKE  A  RIDE  TO  "MENTAL  HEALTH” 

YOU  DON’T  NEED  NO  TICKET 
JUST  FAIL  THE  "PERSONALITY  QUIZ" 

YEAH  TAKE  A  WALK  ON  THE  REAL  SIDE 
YA  WANNA  SEE  CRAZY  REAL  FREAKS 
JUST  TAKE  A  LOOK  DOWN  HERE 
MENTAL  BLOCK— CONFUSION 
MEDICATED— EDUCATED 
DEDICATED— EMASCULATED 
MENTAL  BLOCK  CONFUSION 

Brenda  Taylor 


End  of  the  relationship 

I  bleed  from  sharp  glances, 
the  whispers  in  the  shops, 
smirks  at  check  out  counters, 

Cornered,  my  blush  burns, 

Chanel's  best  goes  cheap  in  the  heat, 
the  bag  boy  ignores  my  bags. 

I  cry  after  a  visit  from  mother, 

I  need  my  lover,  to  hide 
in  the  arms  that  fit  so  well, 

I  need  his  heartbeat 
to  know  that  it's  okay,  and  right 
to  stand  tall  and  proud, 
but  as  usual,  he’s  gone. 

Now  I  sit,  dry  eyed,  empty, 
my  love's  packing  in  the  bedroom, 
a  beautiful  boy  sits  waiting  in  his  car, 
settled,  a  contented  cat  licking  his  chops, 
my  love  slams  the  door  as  he  leaves. 

Vernon  Maulsby 


(a  poem  In  the  form 
of  a  disciplinary  report) 

Disciplinary  Report 
Name  of  Institution 
Name  of  Inmate 
Date  of  alleged  violation 
identify  by  code  number, 
short  name,  and  class: 
[44-12-314  Sodomy  Class  I] 
FACTS: 

As  this  officer  was  making  round: 
on  9  walk  I  approached  C-407 
from  the  back  of  the  run 
I  observed  inmate  Smith  30929 
laying  naked  on  his  stomack 
with  inmate  Jones  22390 
laying  naked  on  top  of  him 
and  penetrating  him 
from  behind  with  his  penis 
almost  all  the  way  in 
Smith's  30929  rectum. 

When  inmate  Smith  30929 
and  Jones  22390  noticed 
this  officer,  inmate 
Jones  22390  slowly 
moved  up  off  Smith  30929 
as  if  T  don’t  care  you  caught  us'. 
End  of  Report. 

Title  of  employee  writing  report 
Approved  by  shift  supervisor 
White  original 
Canary-inmate 
Pink-unit  team 
Goldenrod-officer 

STATE 


Meeting  the  ferocious 
loneliness 


Jr  Denni* 


Chlck-a-dee 

At  the  edge  of  the  woods  nearby 
I  can  hear  a  bird, 
rustling  in  the  branches. 

I  step  out  of  here 
into  the  soft  moss. 

Young  fiddle  ferns  are  pushing  up 
through  wet,  brown  leaves 
I  stop  and  listen. 

'Chick-a-dee,  chick-a-dee’ 
in  the  stump  of  a  dead  birch 
a  bird  is  building  a  new  nest. 

I  cannot  see  him, 
but  I  know  he  is  here. 

I  am  quiet,  listening, 
the  winds  are  still  now  too. 

We  are  quiet,  together. 

And  then  I  hear  a  leaf  rustle 

and  the  whisper-hush  of  a  fern  unfurling. 


We  fight  to  find 

Hurt  must  be  risked, 
we  all  need  to  be  kissed. 

Our  own  graves  we've  dug, 
just  to  get  a  hug. 

Life's  common  crutch, 
we  all  need  a  touch. 

We  fight  to  the  end 
to  find  our  friend. 

Most  hardly  leave  a  trace 
of  life’s  long,  hard  pace. 

But  those  who  found  friendship's  tie, 
in  that  one  heart,  they  will  never  die. 

Luke  ‘Blue’  Owens 


“Home  girls” 


I  love  being  with  the  home  girls, 
my  sisters,  they  are  something  else. 

I  can  talk  to  my  sisters  about  anything, 
stay  up  all  night  talking, 
their  minds  are  so  deep  and  heavy. 
Sisters  have  been  there 
and  are  always  there  for  me. 

They  put  me  in  check  when  I'm  wrong. 
They  are  for  real. 

They  are  something  else. 

Troy  Burns 


If  1  was  alive 
back  in  that 
Tex*ass  redneck  town 
they'd  still  “pour  tea" 
about  the  one  called 
Breeze'. 

In  my  prime  time 
I  was 

OUT! 
and  about, 

shooting  drugs, 
dressing  drag, 
working  the  streets, 
but  most 

trying  to  survive. 
Maybe  it  could  have  gone 
different  had  there  been 
‘clean  works' 

‘safe  sex’. 

Little  did  I  know 
by  the  time  AIDS 
wasted  me. 


Chester  V.  ‘Hollywood’  Haas 


Suffering 

The  Chinese  express  suffering 
by  planting  a  tree 
in  a  box. 

The  penal  system  expresses  suffering 
by  planting  a  criminal 
in  a  box. 

The  victims  express  their  suffering 
by  planting  themselves 
in  a  box. 

Kacey 


Dennis  Lennon 


Generic  people  all  around  me... 

Let’s  get  a  half  G  of  wine 

Set  our  inhibitions  FREE. ..or 

8  pack  of  cigarettes  and 

buy  a  bag  of  good  smoke 

to  feel  numb  with  a  burning  throat... 

Smile  in  a  guys  face 

He  turns  around,  we  stab  him  in  the  back... 
Hows  that?  I’m  Black.  You’re  white. 

Is  it  right? 

Hell  no...  But  so,  so  what? 

Who  gives  a  fuck? 

We  don’t...  We  get  fucked 
Everyday,  played  out 
without  a  doubt 
victims  of  our  own  devices 
provided  by  the  Man 
who  smiles 
as  he  locks  us  down... 

Another  night... 


Yard  out  In  solitary 


Another  day  of  sunshine,  sometimes  rain,  of  no  pleasant  time  for  real... 

2  hours  of  wandering  in  a  square  arena,  big  deal,  tension  in  the  air, 
a  hopelessness  everywhere 

Masquerade  is  the  name  of  the  game  and  most  of  the  rap  is  all  the  same., 
pairing  off,  some  groups...  wondering  who’s  getting  over  on  who 
most  are  plastic,  but  some  are  for  real 
all  in  pain, 

needing  to  feel,  afraid  to  do 

because  to  show...  may  be  misinterpreted  as  being  weak 

and  some  are  vultures 

who  only  seek  to  impress  and  devour. 


A  man  called  ‘Breeze’ 


This  Is  the  Seventh  (I)  Annual 
spread  of  poems  and  drawings  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men  In  prison  who 
read  GCN  weekly.  These  spreads, 
together  with  the  weekly  ‘Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends’  penpal  space,  and 
the  letters  from  prisoners  In  ‘Com¬ 
munity  Voices’  are  part  of  a 
dialogue  the  Prisoner  Project  wants 
to  support  among  all  of  us  In  our 
various  forms  of  cages. 

We  all  have  different  kinds  of 
experience  with  the  laws,  attitudes 
and  other  forces  that  control  our 
‘personal/politlcal’  lives.  Some  of 
our  attitudes  about  prisoners/ 
‘criminals’  are  as  lacking  In  direct 
experience  as  are  the  bigoted  at¬ 
titudes  of  those  about  us  toward 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  These  poems 
and  Images  give  flesh  to  some  of 
our  Impoverished  stereotypes 
about  ‘prisoners’  and  ‘crime’. 

For  more  ‘flesh’  (contact)  with 
these  and  other  prisoners  of  our 
community,  see  the  ‘Prisoners 
Seeking  Friends’  space  weekly  in 
the  paper. 

Mike  Riegle 
Prisoner  Project 


I  remember  the  lesson 

I  remember  the  day  I  first  saw  you. 

You  were  one  of  ‘them’ — 
those  ’dykes’  my  straight  world  looked  down  on. 

I  was  scared  to  even  speak  to  you, 
you  looked  so  mean  and  distant. 

But  something  strange  happened 
when  you  turned  on  your  charm. 

Somehow,  almost  magically,  you  became 
the  knight  in  shining  armor 
the  little  girl  in  me  longed  for. 

You  were  there  when  I  needed  someone 
to  lean  on  and  cry  to. 

I  fought  so  hard  against  letting  myself 

love  another  woman,  but  your  stubbornness 
got  thru  the  walls  I  built  to  protect  myself. 

The  tranquility  and  peace  I  found 

while  laying  in  your  arms,  feeling  every  breath, 
brought  me  a  feeling  of  safety  I  thought  lost. 

I  guess  the  little  girl  in  me  just  didn’t  understand 
the  rules  of  the  game 

couldn’t  see  your  illusions,  your  castles  in  the  sand. 

Now  that  the  tide  has  come  in,  the  little  girl 

has  become  a  woman  who  understands  the  game. 

She  had  a  good  teacher. 

The  lesson  is  a  hard  one  to  forget. 

I  still  find  myself  wandering  into  the  past 
into  your  arms,  eyes  closed.  How  strange 
it  didn't  feel  like  a  game  at  all. 

I've  learned  you  can  be  anything  you  want  to  be 
as  long  as  you  don’t  be  yourself. 

I  wonder 

when  you  look  into  the  mirror 
can  you  see  behind  the  mask? 


Perry  Bradihaw 


HANG  OUT 


GET  CONECTED  WITH  ONE  OTHER  WOMEN 
FOR  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION  ■ 


24  HRS 
ADULTS  ONLY 


10c  per  min.  20c  first  min. 

ONLY  $1.00  first  9  min. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  1  550  WOMN 
ARE  BEING  USED  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  FUND 
THE  NEW  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 


JLlang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


Only  H1)*  per  minute.  Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©Jartel,  Inc.,  1R89 


pm 
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DEDICATED  TO 
AMERICAS 
HOTTEST  MEN 
LISTEN  TO 
MESSAGES  LEFT 
BY  HOT 
OR 


CO 

CQ 


I  vsso-mok 

LEATHER,  HEAVY  GROUP  ACTION 

i  1*550* WOMN 

^  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  RAP  LINE 

1550-STUD 

o 6  GAY  GROUP  LINE  FOR  YOUNG  GUYS 

1 1550-MATE 

00  GAY  1  ON  1  FOR  NEW  FRIENDS  &  RELATIONSHIPS 

=  1550-ORGY 

<  HOT  gay  group  phone  sex 

?  1550.  IO.IO 


"BISEXUAL  1  ON  1 

i  15505500 

X  BISEXUAL  FANTASY-GROUP  ACTION 

i  1550HARD 

O  HARDCORE  GROUP  ACTION 

I'SSO’HUNK 

HOT  GAY  1  ON  1  PHONE  SEX 

24  HOURS  •  ADULTS  ONLY 
10*  per  min.  •  20*  first  min.  •  $1.00  first  9  min. 
GAY  OWNED  AND  OPPERATED 

SOME  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  THESE  LINES  ARE  BEING  USED  TO 
ESTABLISH  AND  FUND  THE  NEW  LESBIAN/GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 


CO 

O 

CQ 


F  COMMUNITY^ 

G  U  I  D 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somervllla  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/PartsA/Vork- 

space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

~  DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  • — - 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 
Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  included  I 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  Vi  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawm  ut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 

Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THk  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well-  • 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY  ■ 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262*4000,  x  298, 
M-Sat„  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375 
McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
(617)  236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 
RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

REMODELING 

GARRISON 

CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  & 

windows 

Interior  &  exterior 

painting 

Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call 
Tom 

(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)497-7200 

Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 

AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


‘Quarterly’ 

Continued  from  page  I 

cast  the  gay  community,  there  are  other 
points  about  the  program  that  some  people 
believe  should  be  clarified.  Harlon  Dalton,  a 
member  of  the  National  Commission  on 
AIDS  and  an  Associate  Professor  of  Law  at 
Yale  University,  was  also  interviewed  by  the 
Quarterly.  In  discussing  the  portrayal  of 
Howard  Brown  with  GCN,  Dalton,  who  is 
Black,  said,  “If  a  particular  situation  is 
distorted  to  get  to  a  greater  truth,  then  that 
approach  is  not  valid.” 

However,  Dalton  warned,  the  existence 
of  a  greater  truth  should  not  be  denied:  that 
is,  that  there  are  a  number  of  social  factors 
which  hinder  the  implementation  of  AIDS 
services  in  communities  of  color.  This, 
Dalton  said,  “is  as  true  in  Chicago  as  it  is 
anywhere  else.”  Like  Jesse  Jackson,  who 
was  also  interviewed  by  the  Quarterly , 
Dalton  believes  that  “communities  of  color 
have  been  reluctant  to  embrace  AIDS” 
because  of  the  discrimination  they  already 
face.  “I  think  that  Jackson’s  statement  that 
,  ‘our  plates  are  full’  is  a  sentiment  that  is 
widely  shared  [by  the  Black  community]  and 

makes  us  reluctant  to  act .  Slowly, 

however,  we  are  coming  around.” 

Dalton  also  believes  that  there  are  skills 
already  in  effect  in  the  white  community 
that  could  assist  people  of  color  as  they 
establish  AIDS  educational  programs  and 
services.  He  said  “I  think  there  are  several 
reasons  why  programs  have  not  been  set  up 
as  they  should.  One  main  problem  is  that  the 
pot  is  too  small  and  sometimes  inaccessible 
[to  communities  of  color] ....  There  is  too  lit¬ 
tle  technical  assistance  to  those  people  that 
need  money  but  lack  grantwriting  services.” 

'  In  regard  to  Howard  Brown  having  slowly 
developed  such  services,  Dalton  said  “It’s 
hard  to  fault  an  organization  that  has  been 
around  for  a  long  while  working  on  AIDS” 
so  long  as  they  make  themselves  available  to 
smaller  community-based  organizations. 

Johns  shares  that  opinion  and,  she  said, 
she  tried  to  voice  it  while  speaking  with  the 
Quarterly.  “On  the  screen,”  Johns  said 
“you  hear  me  saying  [to  communities  of  col¬ 
or],  ‘Come  see  what  we  have  and  take  what 
you  need’  as  though  Howard  Brown  is  some 
ivory  tower.  But  what  I  was  saying  was  that 
we  have  programs,  we  have  expertise  that 
can  be  passed  on.”  Johns  added  that  the 
way  that  her  statement  was  edited  made  “it 
sound  like  Howard  Brown  has  all  this  extra 
money  and  all  this  extra  equipment,  which 
we  don’t.” 

Back  in  Boston,  despite  criticisms  of  the 
Quarterly,  the  show’s  producers  say  they  are 
content  with  last  week’s  segment.  Mike 
Kirk,  a  co-producer  and  writer  of  the 
episode,  told  GCN,  “I  met  a  lot  of  in¬ 
telligent  people  in  the  minority  community 
as  well  as  people  who  have  been  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists”  while  working  on  the  project.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  filming  and  editing  process,  Kirk  said 
“I  think  I  had  my  chance  to  put  down  what  I 
honestly  think  everybody  said....  If  neople 
i  disagree  with  it,  then  that’s  all  right  —  that’s 
‘America.”  □ 

Rally 
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Milagros  Padilla  of  the  Comite  de  Mujeres, 
told  GCN  the  commitment  of  the  soggy  ac¬ 
tivists  pointed  to  the  urgency  of  the  issues. 
“It  really  shows  that  women  want  choice,” 
she  said.  “The  weather  is  awful  and  women 
who  just  got  out  of  work  are  marching  in  the 
rain.”  Padilla,  who  participated  in  the  Rosie 
Jimenez  event  last  year,  said  she  thought 
there  was  momentum  building  among  re¬ 
productive  rights  activists  here  in  Boston. 
“It’s  especially  encouraging  to  see  so  many 
younger  women,”  she  said. 

Chants  like  “BCH,  open  door,  serving 
women,  rich  and  poor,”  and  “[Boston 
Mayor]  Ray  Flynn,  stop  the  cuts,  women 
need  more  bucks,”  highlighted  the  focus  on 
BCH,  while  “Not  the  church,  not  the  state, 
women  should  decide  our  fate”  responded 
to  events  taking  place  on  the  local  and  na¬ 
tional  level.  On  Oct.  1,  Boston’s  Bernard 
Cardinal  Law  led  several  thousand  anti¬ 
abortion  marchers  in  an  event  dubbed 
“Respect  for  Life  Day.”  In  addition  to  the 
march,  local  priests  were  encouraged  to 
make  abortion  the  subject  of  their  Sunday 
sermons.  The  events  were  timed  to  send  a 
message  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  which 
began  its  autumn  session  Oct.  2,  and  is 
scheduled  to  rule  on  three  abortion  cases. 

“They  [the  Supreme  Court]  have  tried  to 
divide  us  by  economic  background,  by  race, 
by  age,  by  sexual  preference,  and  now 
they’re  trying  to  divide  us  by  state,”  said 
Boston  NOW’s  Ellen  Convisser,  referring  to 
the  recent  Webster  decision  in  which  the 


Supreme  Court  gave  states  the  power  to 
restrict  abortion.  Convisser,  like  other 
speakers  and  organizers,  emphasized  that 
the  case  of  Rosie  Jimenez  demonstrates  that 
access  to  abortion  is  “a  life  and  death 
issue,”  for  women. 

Convisser,  like  Padilla,  said  she  was  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  turnout  at  the  event,  con¬ 
sidering  the  inclement  weather.  She  said 
NOW  will  continue  to  counterdemonstrate 
against  Operation  Rescue  abortion  clinic 
blockades,  and  that  the  group  is  organizing 
a  regional  contingent  for  the  National  Mo¬ 
bilization  for  Women’s  Lives  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Nov.  12.  □ 

‘Q-team’ 
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New  York. 

Delaney  expressed  hope  in  improved  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  FDA,  a  hope  not  shared  by  his 
audience,  who  expressed  concern  about  the 
need  for  research  and  treatment  options  to 
increase  at  a  faster  pace. 

Mainstream  coverage  of  Compound  Q 
has  focused  on  the  treatment’s  risks.  The 
day  before  Project  Inform’s  presentation, 
the  New  York  Times  ran  a  story  attributing 
a  patient’s  suicide  to  the  study.  Delaney 
refuted  the  implication  that  the  study  had 
seriously  harmed  anyone.  The  man  in  the 
Times’  story  “died  from  Kaposi’s  sarcoma, 
which  was  very  severe  before  he  took  Q.  It 
was  not  suicide.  When  Q  didn’t  cure  his  KS, 
he  went  off  life  support.  It  is  important  to 
recognize  the  right  of  patients  to  decide 
what  type  of  treatment  they  want,  and  not 
to  label  a  decision  to  stop  treatment  as 
suicide.” 

Elsewhere  in  the  article,  the  Times 
highlighted  the  case  of  a  man  who  went  into 
a  coma,  without  noting  that  he  recovered 
completely. 

Most  patients  in  the  study  demonstrated  a 
sustained  drop  in  their  p24  antigen  level 
(considered  a  marker  of  severity  of  HIV  in¬ 
fection)  and  a  rise  in  T-cell  count,  a  sign  of 
immune  system  strength.  Other  improve¬ 
ments  included  dramatic  increase  in  energy 
levels  and  small  weight  gains.  The  results  do 
not  constitute  “proof”  of  Q’s  effectiveness, 
Delaney  acknowledged,  but  demonstrate 
the  need  for  accelerated  research. 

Compound  Q  is  vievyed  as-significant  for 
several  reasons.  Jt  represents  a  new  type  of 
AIDS  drug,  working  by  a  mechanism  com¬ 
pletely  different  from  AZT  and  its  second- 
generation  cousins,  DDI  and  DDC.  It  also 
represents  a  break  from  the  slow,  metic¬ 
ulous,  highly  monitored  official  methods  of 
the  FDA  and  the  pharmaceutical  indus¬ 
try.  □ 

Testing 
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among  people  who  are  HIV  positive  was  a 
self-fulfilling  attitude  which  would  lead  peo¬ 
ple  to  believe  that  HIV  seropostivity  “is  so 
horrible  as  [to  make]  suicide  a  worthy” 
response.  Busby  countered  that  ACT  UP 
was  successful  in  advocating  the  knowledge 
of  one’s  HIV  status  and  combining  that 
knowledge  with  self-empowerment. 

In  an  approach  very  similar  to  that  at  the 
forum  on  partner  notification  two  weeks 
ago  [see  GCN,  Sept.  24]  panelists  challenged 
Busby  to  “widen”  his  perspective  beyond 
what  works  for  urban  white  gay  males.  For- 
stein  stated  that  he  supports  his  patients  who 
find  self-empowerment  enough,  but  that  he 
also  supports  those  who  express  that  the 
self-empowerment  group  is  not  enough,  and 
asked,  “I  support  the  empowerment  move¬ 
ment;  what  about  the  people  who  can’t 
come  to  ACT  UP  for  support?”  He  re¬ 
counted  his  experience  with  a  woman  who 
was  hospitalized  because  she  was  beaten  by 
her  boyfriend  after  asking  him  to  use  a  con¬ 
dom.  The  woman  had  one  child  who  was 
HIV  positive,  and  was  pregnant  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time.  When  Busby  pursued  his  argu¬ 
ment  that  “people  can  respond  much  better 
when  healthy;  AIDS  is  even  harder  to  deal 
with,”  Forstein  reflected  the  evening’s  focus 
by  countering  “the  position  you’re  taking 
may  be  very  applicable  to  the  white  gay  male 
community.  Our  concern  tonight  is  to 
broaden  that.”  □ 

Pasolini 

Continued  from  back  page 
of  change  or  even  political  or  social  evolu¬ 
tion. 

Coming  to  grips  with  Pasolini  to  some 
degree  means  coming  to  grips  with  the  fate 
of  the  political,  gay  artist  in  the  contem¬ 
porary  world.  This  may  be  one  of  the  only 
chances  to  see  many  of  the  films  (rarely 
shown  in  theaters  and  mostly  not  out  on 
video)  and  to  see  the  attempts  of  a  gay  artist 
who  dared  to  put  all  of  himself  in  his 
work.  □ 
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percent  of  the  more  than  41,000  prisoners 
housed  in  New  York’s  52  prisons. 

The  potential  for  HIV  transmission  both 
inside  the  prison  and  outside  after  release  is 
directly  related  to  how  effectively  inmate 
education  is  conducted.6  But,  rather  than 
providing  AIDS  educational  programs, 
prison  officials  have  often  turned  to  man¬ 
datory  HIV  testing  as  the  (non)solution.  At 
both  the  federal  and  state  levels  various  HIV 
testing  plans  have  been  implemented.  Mass 
screening  is  currently  conducted  in  the 
federal  system:  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons  tests  all  inmates  on  release  and  a  10 
percent  random  sampling  of  incoming  pris¬ 
oners.  Thirteen  states  have  mandatory, 
testing  upon  entry.1  Some  systems  have 
tested  all  prisoners,  while  others  screen  only 
members  of  certain  groups,  such  as  gay 
men,  IV  drug  users,  female  prostitutes, 
pregnant  women,  or  inmates  with  clinical  in¬ 
dications  of  HIV  infections.  Once  inmates 
have  been  tested,  rules  and  regulations 
around  confidentiality  of  test  results  and 
segregation  of  those  who  are  HIV  positive 
or  have  ARC  or  AIDS  vary  from  state  to 
state. 

At  Bedford  Hills,  as  in  all  New  York  state 
prisons,  there  is  no  mandatory  testing. 
Testing  is  optional  and  ACE,  as  a  group, 
takes  no  official  position.  In  their 
workshops  and  role-plays  ACE  members 
discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  testing,  viewing 
each  woman’s  decision  as  a  personal  one. 
Some  of  the  issues  that  are  explored  include 
the  potential  social,  economic  and  legal 
discrimination  that  can  occur  with  test 
results  on  file  in  a  non-anonymous  institu¬ 
tion  as  well  as  the  potential  medical  benefits 
of  early  diagnosis. 

Carmen,  who  was  tested  prior  to  ACE, 
told  of  having  no  pre-  or  post-counseling, 
only  the  prison  doctor  proclaiming, 
“AIDS.”  Now  that  counseling  is  man¬ 
datory  and  ACE  members  are  available,  the 
emotional  and  psychological  needs  of  those 
who  have  been  tested  are  beginning  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed.  Two  of  ACE’s  programs,  one 
that  offers  one-on-one  support  through  a 
buddy  system  and  the  second,  a  peer  sup¬ 
port  group,  are  specifically  aimed  at  pro¬ 
viding  this  type  of  emotional  care. 

To  help  you  ease  your  pain 

Sonja  and  Mary  laughed  as  they  retold  the 
story  of  how  they  met.  Sonja  had  spotted 
Mary,  a  new  woman  at  Bedford  Hills,  walk¬ 
ing  around  the  yard.  She  saw  her  unhap¬ 
piness,  and  went  over  to  say  hi.  As  they 
began  to  talk,  Mary’s  first  reaction  was  that 
Sonja  wouldn’t  understand  her.  In  jail  and 
at  Rikers,  Mary  had  been  one  of  the  ostra¬ 
cized,  one  of  those  with  AIDS.  Why  would 
Bedford  Hills  be  any  different?  Sonja  tried 
to  offer  reassurance,  but  Mary  felt  alone. 
Finally  Mary  said,  “You  won’t  understand. 

I  have  AIDS.”  And  Sonja  replied,  “I  do 
understand.”  “No  you  don’t,”  said  Mary, 
“You  can’t  know  what  it’s  like.”  But  Sonja 
persisted,  “I  do  understand.  I  also  have 
AIDS  —  full  blown.” 

This  was  Mary’s  introduction  to  ACE,  a 
group  she  immediately  knew  she  wanted  to 
join.  She  explained,  “ACE  was  everyone  in 
the  group  loving  me  unconditionally.  I  got 
more  from  the  group  than  from  family.  I 
joined  to  give  it  back  to  other  people.” 

While  Mary  will  be  leaving  Bedford  Hills 
later  this  year,  Sonja  knows  that  her  time  is 
precious  and  her  parole  date  is  not  that 
soon.  For  Sonja  and  the  other  members  of 
ACE,  working  to  get  clemency  and  early 
parole  dates  for  people  with  AIDS  is  a  high 
priority.  A  report  by  the  New  York  State 
Commission  of  Corrections  on  prison  mor¬ 
tality  states  that  prisoners  with  AIDS  in  New 
York  live  only  half  as  long  as  other  people 
with  AIDS.  This  appalling  difference  is 
most  likely  attributable  to  the  inconsistent 
and  inadequate  medical  care  provided  to 
prisoners.9  The  only  existing  policy  on 
AIDS  in  prison  was  written  and  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Corrections  in  1985.  It 
has  not  yet  been  updated. 10  This  has  led  to  a 
situation  where  many  inmates  die  prema¬ 
turely  due  to  a  misdiagnosis  of  their  symp¬ 
toms  by  prison  doctors.  The  lack  of  policy 
creates  other  problems  as  well.  For  example, 
there  is  no  medical  protocol  concerning  the 
prescription  of  the  AIDS  drug  AZT.  People 
on  AZT  require  clinical  evaluation  at  least 
every  two  weeks  and  this  practice  is  not 
always  adhered  to  by  prison  doctors  or 
nurses." 

In  New  York  state,  early  release  of  prison¬ 
ers  who  are  seriously  ill  with  AIDS  or  ARC 
may  be  obtained  through  two  methods:  the 
granting  of  parole  or  a  pardon.  There  are 


currently  about  170  persons  under  parole 
supervision  in  New  York  who  are  known  to 
have  AIDS  or  ARC.  As  of  June  1988, 
Governor  Cuomo  had  not  granted  clemency 
—  a  pardon  —  to  any  prisoners  with 
AIDS.12  Yet  in  New  York  over  one  half  of 
all  Department  of  Corrections  deaths  bet¬ 
ween  1984  and  1986  were  due  to  AIDS,  the 
majority  occurring  at  maximum  security 
facilities.13 

In  their  “AIDS  in  Prison”  report.  The 
Correctional  Association  of  New  York 
describes  the  conditions  in  which  people 
with  AIDS  at  Bedford  Hills  must  live  out 
their  final  days.  They  write, 

The  physical  limitations  of  the  prison  in¬ 
firmary  made  it  almost  impossible  to  pro¬ 
vide  adequate  housing  facilities  for  AIDS 
patients.  The  walls  of  the  infirmary  room 
were  painted  a  very  dark  color;  no  natural 
light  enters  this  section  of  the  infirmary. 
There  are  no  separate  visiting  areas  for 
family  or  friends.  In  some  cases,  toilet  lids 
provide  the  only  seating  available  in  the 
patient’s  room.  There  are  no  communal 
recreation  areas  except  for  a  narrow,  dark 
hallway.  Patients  are  left  with  no  place  to 
go  but  their  rooms.  It  is  extremely  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  psychological  stability  of  a 
patient  with  a  terminal  illness  to  be  placed 
in  such  an  environment. M 

Since  this  report  was  written  ACE  members 
have  decorated  the  area  and  have  begun  a 
recreation  program,  but  the  physical  setting 
remains  the  same. 

Your  spirit  is  crying  (out  and  loud) 

As  hard  as  it  is  to  provide  useful  AIDS 
education  outside  prisons,  organizers  on  the 
inside  face  a  challenge  twice  as  great.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Judy,  “AIDS  is  about  sex  and 
drugs,  about  the  need  to  empower  a  com¬ 
munity  from  the  base  up.  We’re  talking  to 
us... about  us... which  is  rare  here.  Others  in 
population  began  to  feel  the  energy....  This 
is  hard  to  do  on  the  street,  it’s  hard  to  do  in¬ 
side.” 

In  fact,  in  some  prisons,  inmates  who 
have  tried  to  organize  AIDS  support  work 
have  been  prevented  from  doing  so.  Some 
have  been  transferred  to  stop  their  work. 
While  the  women  of  ACE  state  that,  overall, 
Superintendent  Elaine  Lord  has  been  sup¬ 
portive  of  their  organizing,  they  still  speak 
of  their  work  to  maintain  ACE  as  a  constant 
struggle. 

Discussion  around  high-risk  behavior  and 
HIV  transmission  must  deal  with  sex  and 
drugs  in  prisons,  two  issues  prison  authori¬ 
ties  would  prefer  to  overlook.  IV  drug  use 
does  take  place;  sex,  whether  between  in¬ 
mates  and  correctional  officers  (who  are 
male  and  female)  or  inmates  and  inmates  is  a 
common  experience.  At  least  10  percent  of 
prisoners  are  self-identified  or  closeted 
lesbians,  gay  male  or  bisexuals  or  are  involv¬ 
ed  in  what  researchers  call  “situational  same 
gender  relationships.”15 

ACE  discusses  both  drug  use  and  safer 
sex  —  lesbian  and  heterosexual  —  in  their 
workshops  and  role  plays.  But  when  they 
describe  a  concrete  situation  in  a  role  play, 
the  setting  must  be  outside  of  the  prison. 
This  is  mandated  by  the  New  York  State  De¬ 
partment  of  Corrections  position  that  no  sex 
or  drug  use  occurs  within  its  prisons. 
Despite  the  fact  that  AIDS  educators  have 
shown  that  safer  sex  discussions  are  most  ef¬ 
fective  when  presenters  use  condoms,  dental 
dams  or  other  visual  aids,  ACE  members  are 
prohibited  from  using  them  in  their  presen¬ 
tations.  Constraining  any  new  undertaking 
or  goal  are  not  only  bureacracy  and  restric¬ 
tions  but  the  fact  that  prison  officials  have 
absolute  authority  and  can  render  ACE  in¬ 
operative  at  any  moment.  This  reality  was 
brought  home  for  three  months  in  1988  — 
from  July  through  September  —  when  all  of 
ACE’s  meetings  and  educational  programs 
were  abruptly  brought  to  an  end. 

ACE’s  work  to  build  community  and  em¬ 
power  women  through  education  challenges 
fundamental  prison  ideologies  of  authority 
and  control.  In  1988,  ACE  learned  about 
and  shared  with  other  prisoners  information 
on  the  legal  standards  of  medical  care  for  in¬ 
mates,  the  inadequacies  of  Bedford  Hills’ 
current  medical  facilities  and  the  lack  of 
substantive  AIDS  education  for  staff.  While 
ACE  was  drawing  attention  to  these  prob¬ 
lems,  outside  organizations  such  as  the  Na¬ 
tional  Prison  Project  of  the  ACLU  and  The 
Correctional  Association  of  New  York  were 
simultaneously  conducting  their  own  inves¬ 
tigations  into  the  conditions  of  people  with 
AIDS  in  prison.  As  a  result,  the  prison  chose 
to  stop  ACE.  Months  later,  when  Bedford 
Hills  had  begun  to  address  the  problems  in 
their  medical  facility,  ACE  members  were 
allowed  to  reconvene.  But  despite  the  fact 
that  ACE  is  strong  and  reorganized,  there  is 
no  doubt  the  same  thing  could  happen  again 
just  as  suddenly. 


Yet,  despite  the  setbacks,  ACE  has  been 
able  to  stick  together  and  the  women  thrive 
on  the  rewards  they  have  witnessed;  the  in¬ 
dividual  behavior  changes,  the  acceptance 
of  those  who  are  HIV  positive  or  PWAs  by 
the  other  prisoners.  And  as  Giovanni  proud¬ 
ly  declared,  their  efforts  have  ultimately 
been  recognized  by  the  officials  at  Bedford 
Hills,  “We  knew  ACE  was  working,”  she 
said,  “when  they  allowed  us  to  do  work¬ 
shops  and  orient  the  new  women  coming  in¬ 
to  Bedford.” 

These  educational  workshops  include  role 
plays  which  range  from  negotiating  safer 
sex,  lesbian  and  heterosexual,  to  cleaning 
needles,  to  helping  a  friend  who  is  deciding 
whether  or  not  to  take  the  HIV  test,  to  sup¬ 
porting  another  prisoner  who  is  being 
stigmatized  for  having  AIDS.  Their  role 
plays  are  aimed  at  opening  up  discussion 
among  women  to  enable  them  to  work  out 
how  to  negotiate  safer  sex,  how  to  get  out  of 
a  scene  that  could  potentially  be  dangerous 
or  to  transform  a  situation  into  one  in  which 
they  would  like  to  take  part.  And  ACE  does 
this  in  a  manner  that  makes  change  an  ac¬ 
cessible  goal.  Said  Joey,  “We’re  not  model 
inmates.  We  don’t  try  and  come  across  like 
that.  We  get  caught  too.- But  what  we  do 
have  is  a  message  to  put  out.” 

This  message  is  about  initiating  and  sus¬ 
taining  behavior  changes,  about  living  with 
the  current  reality  of  AIDS.  Explained 
Katrina,  “It’s  about  giving  people  alter¬ 
natives.  Here  are  your  choices.  Are  you  will¬ 
ing  to  take  precautions  or  do  you  want  to 
take  risks?” 

Shine  in  your  soul 

People  who  are  or  have  been  in  prison 
often  remark  on  the  personal  strength  it 
takes  to  survive  the  removal  of  choice  in 
day-to-day  life,  the  seemingly  random  and 
infantilizing  rules,  the  sense  of  aloneness.  It 
is  in  this  environment  that  ACE  has  created 
a  community  touching  all  of  the  women  at 
Bedford  Hills.  For  the  women  who  make  up 
ACE,  involvement  in  the  organization  has 
been  especially  meaningful.  For  many  it  has 
created  a  special  purpose  for  their  time  at 
Bedford  Hills.  Michelle  speaks  with  pride  of 
the  video  she  is  working  on,  a  video  geared 
towards  teaching  teens  about  AIDS.  Gio¬ 
vanni  talks  about  “learning  the  value  of  one 
day  of  life  and  how  important  time  is.”  For 
others,  such  as  Sonja,  being  a  member  of 
ACE  means  the  ability  to  say,  “I  am  living 
with  AIDS.”  She  continued,  “I  am 
available  to  others  to  talk,  for  counseling.  I 
love  more,  learn  more.  I’m  not  going  to  let 
myself  down.” 

Joey  succinctly  summarized  what  many  of 
the  women  said  they  felt:  “ACE  gives  us 
back  what  we  lost,  what  is  taken  from  us  on 
the  way  in.  ACE  gives  you  a  sense  of  caring, 
concern,  the  knowledge  of  what  it  means  to 
help  someone  with  words,  to  give  them 
strength....”  □ 

Sue  Rochman  is  a  writer/activist  and  the 
education  coordinator  at  Ithaca  Rape 
Crisis.  She  offers  her  heartfelt  thanks  and 
solidarity  to  all  the  women  of  ACE  who 
chose  to  take  part  in  this  interview  and  make 
the  idea  of  this  article  a  reality:  Cathy,  Judy, 
Kathy,  Joey,  Giovanni,  Carmen,  Mary, 
Sonja,  Michelle,  Katrina,  Renee,  Rachel, 
Miriem,  D.  and  Pearl. 

‘These  song  lyrics  along  with  all  the  subheadings 
that  follow  are  taken  from  the  song  “Sister”  by 
Cris  Williamson,  which  the  AIDS  Counseling  and 
Education  (ACE)  Program  has  chosen  as  its 
theme  song. 

2Julia  Cade  and  Jan  Elvin,  “Prisoners  With 
AIDS  in  New  York  Live  Half  As  Long  As  Those 
on  the  Outside,”  Journal  of  the  National  Prison 
Project.  No.  15,  Spring,  1988,  pp.  7-8. 

’Cathy  Potler,  The  Correctional  Association  of 
New  York,  AIDS  in  Prison,  June  1988,  p.  13. 
"First  names  are  those  of  ACE  members  at  Bed¬ 
ford  Hills  who  chose  to  partake  in  this  interview. 
’Cade  and  Elvin,  pp.  7-8. 

"Potler,  p.  7. 

’Judy  Greenspan,  “NPP  Gathers  Statists  on 
AIDS  in  Prison,”  Journal  of  the  National  Prison 
Project,  No.  16,  Summer  1988,  p.  5 
“Greenspan,  p.  5. 

’Cade  and  Elvin,  pp.  7-8. 

'"Potler,  p.  24,  (As  of  June  1988.) 

"Potler,  p.  25. 

"Potler,  p.  30. 

"Cade  and  Elvin,  pp.  7-8. 

‘"Potler,  p.  26. 

"A.  Billy  S.  Jones  and  J.  Eugene  Philyaw,  “Go¬ 
ing  into  Prison  with  AIDS  Education,”  National 
AIDS  Network  Multi-Cultural  Notes,  Vol.  6, 
Nov.  87,  p.  3. 
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Small  country  Inn  nestled  in 
the  heart  of  Maine's  western 
lakes  and  mountains. 

•  Hot  Tub 

•  Full  Country  Breakfast 1 

•  Pnvate  Batf 


Lmnks  Mill  W 


Box  676.  Lamb's  Mill  Rd. 
Naples,  Me.  04055 
207-693-6253 


Innkeepers 

Laurie  Tinkham  •  Sandy  Long 
Reservations  suggested 


&clt-  . 

&allert/ 

posters,  graphics,  paintings 
237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Woman 


W0MENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(508)  487-2501 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (bin  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
1  'h  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


THE  FEDERATION 
OF 

PARENTS  &  FRIENDS  of  LESBIANS  A  GATS 


EIGHTH 

INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION 

OCTOBER  20  -  23,  1989 

THE  NOVI  HILTON 
NOVI  pETROIT),  MICHIGAN 


LIS'TDKMQ  •  UEJVRMfXg  •  lovvhq 

PLENARY  SESSIONS  -  WORKSHOPS  -  SPEAKERS 
AUTHORS  -  BANQUET  -  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
ENTERTAINMENT  -  DANCING 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL  OR  WRITE 

PARENTS  FLAG  /  DETROIT 

P.O.  BOX  145 
FARMINGTON,  MI  48332 

(313)  478-8408 


CLASSIFIEDS 


O  N  A 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Lustful,  handsome,  muscular,  alliterative  intellectual, 
45,  seeks  sensational,  smart,  sleek,  small,  strong, 
smooth,  slender,  seemly,  self-assured,  self-effacing 
sidekick,  18-25.  Box  254,  Boston,' 021 13. _ (14) 

Foot  massage,  as  relaxing  as  entire  body  massage. 
$20.00/1  hr.  Ebony  266-1396. _ (15) 

Prof,  lady  of  substance  seeks  romantic,  expressive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  playful,  prof,  lady  30-plus  for  life  partner. 
Unique  responses  to  Box  285,  Dennisport,  Mass.  02639. 
_ (16) 

ATTENTION  MILITARY  WOMEN 
This  30  y/o  white  lesbian  civilian  is  looking  for  a  few 
good  friends  and  penpals.  I’m  sincere  and  honest.  Write 
Robin  POB  5992  Oxnard,  CA  93031-5992.  Please  take  a 
chance. _ (13) 

LOOKING 

for  that  special  someone?  Or  maybe  more  than  one?  Try 
an  ad  in  GCN  today. _ 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

RU  I  OF  THOSE  SUCKERS! 

Let’s  put  the  kibash  on  those  kiaughs,  gal,  and  keep  try- 
ing  for  something  deeper.  1  plumbed  plugugly. _ (13) 

SCREECHER! 

Have  a  bitchin’,  budgin’,  birthday, 

With  gifts  and  fwas  galore; 

With  a  future  in  salami; 

You’re  the  chach  that  we  adore. 

_ B&B _ (13) 

WAFTY  WONDER 

You  and  Nell  will  just  have  to  cope  when  the  Giants  roll 
to  the  series.  Looking  forward  to  the  seventh  inning 
stretch.  You  make  the  call.  J.  Sue.  (13) 


NNOUNCEMENTS 


PRACTICAL  SELF  DEFENSE  FOR  WOMEN  AND  GIRLS 

The  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and  Self-Defense  is 
sponsoring  an  8-week  Saturday  course,  meeting  from  10:30  to 
noon,  beginning  October  14  at  7  Temple  St.,  Centra)  Square, 
Cambridge.  $65  for  full  course,  some  scholarships  available. 
Limited  enrollment.  For  more  information,  call  395-4250.  (14) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  4264469  for  more  info. 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  4264469. 
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E  R  V  I  C  E  S 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


DAN  CLANING: 

FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 

Efficiency,  responsibility,  keeping  your  net  clean  and 
nice.  References  available.  For  arrangements,  call  Dan 
at  442-4527. _  (14) 

EXPERIENCED  HOUSE  CLEANER 

working  in  Cambridge  and  Somerville.  Thorough  and 
reliable.  References  available.  Leave  message  for  Judy  at 
623-0266. _ (12) 

ARE  YOU  IN  A  RELATIONSHIP  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY 
LAW? 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Durable  Power  of  At¬ 
torney  are  legal  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  yourself  and 
your  loved  ones.  Our  complete,  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
use  services  will  allow  you  to  legally  designate  the  per¬ 
sons)  you  entrust  to  administer  your  wishes  upon 
disablement  or  death.  For  a  FREE  brochure  call  now 
1  -800-669-0280. _ (18) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 
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NNOUNCEMENTS 


.  PERSONAL-HEALTH - '• 

•General  Medical  Care  "Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease  i 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

-< - 1765  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1453-^— -V 


BATUCADA  BELLES 

A  woman’s  percussion  band  playing  African,  Afro-Cuban 
and  Brazilian  rhythms,  opens  to  new  members  October  10  and 
17.  In  order  to  more  fully  represent  the  Boston  area  communi¬ 
ty  of  women,  and  the  communities/cultures  from  which  the 
band’s  rhythms  derive,  the  Belles  will  be  opening  only  to 
women  of  color  this  season.  No  musical  experience  necessary. 
For  more  information  please  call  Angelamia  Bachemin, 
617/569-6094. _  (14) 

SEATTLE  GAY  COMPUTER  BBS! 

We  invite  you  to  call  28  Barbary  Lane  Computer  BBS, 
Washington  State’s  oldest  and  largest  Gay  Computer  Bulletin 
Board  System.  300/1200/2400  BAUD,  9  lines,  600-plus  users, 

free  access  to  all!  24  hours.  (206)  525-2828. _ 03) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


Max 


FLAMER! 

20  characters 


BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  (or  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 
[IFOR  SALE  D  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $^ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $^ 

□  21-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6.  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


Y  4 %  '  ;;  I 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  81  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-2001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  6i7-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0200 
counseling  •  research  •  educalfon 


WANTED 


FEDERAL,  STATE  AND  CIVIL  SERVICE  JOBS! 

$18,037  to  $69,405.  Immediate  Hiring!  Your  area.  Call 
(refundable)  1-518-459-3611,  ext.  F4404E  for  Federal 
list. _ . _ (13) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $  1 80.  Call  73 1  -6228 .  (38) 


G' 


CN  S_PE_CJ_A_L_S 

ELECTRICIAN  NEEDED! 

We  pulled  the  little  chain-type  switch  for  a  light  bulb  fix¬ 
ture  right  out  of  the  fixture  and  now  our  storage  closet  is 
in  the  dark.  Could  someone  out  there  volunteer  or 
cheaply  help  us  take  the  picture  apart  if  needed  or  just 
wire  in  a  new  one?  Pretty  please?  Call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Fred  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ _ _ _ 

A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax -deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

INDEXER  NEEDED! 

If  you  would  like  to  help  update  the  GCN  title  index, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  No  experience  necessary. 
Very  light  typing.  No  need  to  be  speedy. _ . 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ _ _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. _ _ _ 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  large  quiet  sunny  West  Roxbury 
apt.  in  nice  safe  neighborhood.  3  bedrooms,  two  por- 
ches.  $325.00  plus  heat,  Cali  469-4768. _ U4) 

Chelsea  $200  includes  heat.  LF  33  seeks  3  roommates. 
Quiet,  neat,  responsible,  non-smokers,  no  drugs.  Large 
4  bedroom  sunny  hardwood  floors.  Call  Mary  884-6476. 
_ _ _ 03) 

SOMERVILLE!CAMBRIDGE 

2  independent  friendly  LFs  and  cat  seek  I  independent, 
friendly  LF.  W/D,  porch,  12min  walk  to  Harvard  Sq. 
$341 -plus  low  utilities,  cat  ok,  smoking  not  ok,  call 
Chris,  Betsy  623- 1588, _  (|4> 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 

rr 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

LF  42  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt.  Porches,  trees, 
homey,  near  Parks  &  T.  Am  prof,  semi-veg.  non-smok. 
Friendly.  Two  cats.  $316-plus  Oct.  or  Nov.  Call  Tusi 
524-1812.  _ (14) 

FOR  NOV  1ST  SOMERVILLE 

Put  down  some  roots.  Friendly  home  needs  3rd  lesbian 
nonsmoker,  responsible,  neat  without  pets.  Share 
chores,  some  meals  and  food,  $325-plus  utils.  623-7258 
til  10pm.  (13) 

LF  23  seeks  2LFs,  to  share  beautiful  3BR  in  JP. 
Dishwasher,  carpeting,  large  basement,  parking,  on  bus 
line.  No  smk/drgs/pets  min.  alcohol.  350-plus  and 
375-plus.  522-6454, _ (13) 

SOMERVILLE 

Lesbian  42  plus  2  cats  seek  Iesb  30-plu  to  share  homey 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  Square 
wash/dryer.  No  smokers,  no  more  pets  available  Oct.  or 
Nov.  625-4298.  Rent  $325  plus  utilities.  (13) 

LF  40  friendly  responsible  irreverent  seeks  same  for  7  rm 
at  in  groovy  Union  Square  S’ville.  Pis  no  cigs  kitties 
388/mo-plus.  Lesbian  landlady.  625-6364  lv  message. 
_ (13) 

DAVIS  SQ.  SOMERVILLE 

LF  26-plus  for  nice  2bdrm  near  Redline  and  Bus.  No 
pets,  cigarettes,  drugs.  Gay,  straight,  bi-.  Democrats, 
Republicans,  OK.  Not  into  “isms.”  Cali  before  9:30pm, 
623-7415. _ (13) 

LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  Cambridge  sunny  2  bedroom, 
freshly  renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five 
minutes  from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets, 
min.  alcohol.  Rent  negotiable  for  housework  or  part 
time  occupancy.  $310-plus.  491-2298. _ (13) 

SUBLET  1 0/ 1 5-3/1 S  OR  EARLIER 
Davis  Square  Somerville  (reopened)  Vi  house,  duplex, 
across  T,  $650.00/month  plus  util,  plus  sec.  dep.  Possi¬ 
ble  roommate  situation  for  one  after  March,  call  Lisa 
625-2159. _ 03) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Male  housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi- 
veg,  semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for 
October  1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (13) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
GWM  27  Professional  non/smkr  seeks  same  to  share 
spac.  8rm  apt.  Pkng.  dog/cat  Jones  Hill  Dorchester. 
lst/Last/sec.  $400/mon  plus  Vi  util.  Bob,  leave 
message,  265-4346. _ (13) 

VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

L  prof  couple  and  child  offer  furnished  room  in  large 
house  near  T,  W/D,  $350/month  or  negotiate 
housework/childcare  deduction.  No  smoking,  no  pets. 
254-5929. _ (14) 
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PARTMENTS 

AVAILABLE  NOW 

Sunny  quiet  2B.R.  duplex  penthouse,  2  decks  hrdwd  floors. 
So.  End  Warren  Avenue  W/D  gas  ht.  1500  plus  ut.  783-8888. 
NO  FEE _ (13) 

DAVIS  SQ.  SOMERVILLE 

Sunny  8  rm.  app.,  4  bdrms  and  study,  hdwd  firs,  porch, 
storage,  newly  renov,  quiet  street,  on  T.  776-0946  (eve.) 
451-9952  (days). _ (14) 

ASHMONT  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  two  bedrm  duplex  in  owner-occupied  Victorian  on 
quiet  tree-lined  street.  Hardwood  floors,  off-street  parking, 

$850  heat  included.  Nov.  1,  call  288-1587. _  (13) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message.  (c) 


H 


A_C_A_J_!_Q_N_S 

'  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

?  Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  (19) 
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SALE 


Dining  chairs,  six,  brand  new  Palazetti  Mies  Van  Der 
Rohe  cane  &  chrome  armless  $1 190.  Call  566-4412.  (13) 


COUNTRY  HOME  FOR  RENT 

Quiet,  spacious,  3-bdrm  ranch  house  in  NCentral  MA. 
Beautiful  private  setting,  w/d,  wood  stove,  garage. 
$ 900/mo,  plus  util.  Call  (508)  425-4555. _ (13) 


UBLtCATIONS 

DO  IT!  $2  SPLIT!  $2  ON  IT!  $2  Gay  Art  Now  Poems 
High  Mell  Green,  53  Nahant  Av.  Winthrop  Mass  02152 
Cash,  Stamps,  Barter  PPD  (13) 

RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES? 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (15) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139, _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1 9 1 2  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054  (P.36) 


RGAN  IZATIONS 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Educators  Network  Social  Get 
Together  Sunday  Oct.  15  4:00pm  in  Amherst  MA.  FMI 
call  (413)  268-7864  or  write  RFD1  Box  R196B 
Williamsburg,  MA  01096. _ (13) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118.  (7) 


CLASSIFIEDS 
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THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
■ _ Very  careful  movers  641-1234  _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


b 


ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. 


Prisoners 
SeekingH 
Friends 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
-  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
•  LIC.  and  INS. 


I  .  ,  236-1848 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


SEND  A  SMILE  —  FDR 
THOSE  WHO  IAIALK.  THE 
LONELY  MiLE_  PWA'S 


g  I’m  22  years  old  and  desperately  need  a  female 
g  companion  to  correspond  with.  Anyone  can 
^  write  me,  inside  or  out.  1  have  photos.  Please 
%  write.  Janice  WASHINGTON,  425157,  Rt  4 
|  Box  800,  Seg  Wing  3,  Gatesville  TX  76528 

Bl’ve  been  moved  from  Pembroke  Pines  to  here 
dand  was  not  allowe  my  address  book.  Please  ask 
Marcella  Cardella  to  write  me.  And  any  other 
free  world  women  who  would  like  to  be  pen¬ 
pals.  I’m  a  poet  and  very  lonely.  Angela 
DAVIS,  A498084,  PO  Box  147  Star  Dorm, 
Lowell  FL  32663. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups .  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. .  etc.  .etc  .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  59B  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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Bobbie  Lee  White  has  been  moved  — 

Friends  of  Bobbie  Lee  should  know  that  he’s 
been  moved  to  Leavenworth.  His  new  address 
is:  Robert  Lee  White,  01835-045,  Box  1000, 
Leavenworth  KS  66048. 


OUSING  WANTED 

Prof.  34  LF  seeking  to  locate  similar  person  with  house  to 
share.  Or  we  can  search  together.  Resp.,  clean,  easy-going, 
smoker.  By  Nov.  1st,  if  possible.  Leave  message  for  Cyndy, 
738-8762,  Thank  you _ (15) 

I  NEED  CHEAP  APT.  FAST 

GCN  slaff  member  seeks  cheap  (!)  apt.  for  Fall.  (Rent  control 
would  be  great).  I’m  non-smoker  —  smoker’s  o.k.  —  fun, 
easygoing  and  responsible,  too.  Call  Margaret  M-F  426-4469 

or  738-4244. _ (c) 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
$500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control 
Call  Liz  491-3254. _ . _  (c) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 

18th  St,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4(ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S„  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
°-2181- _ _ _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile 
Detroit,  Ml  48219.  _  (ex) 


POETS  &.  ARTISTS 
Angela  Davis,  A-498084 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 
Vernon  Maulsby,  AY-4429, 

Box  244,  Graterford  PA  19426 
David  E.  Rezabek,  34034, 

Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 
James  Melton,  A808286/008 
PO  Box  279,  E.  Palatka  FL  32031 
James  Lowe,  204-463 
PO  Box  7010  2-B,  Chillicothe  OH  45601 
John  K.  Cox,  83A  4415, 

PO  Box  AG,  Fallsburg,  NY  12733 
Glenn  Tucker,  937801, 

PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362 
Donnie  Crouch,  360400, 

Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851 
Kelly  Beard,  27108, 

Box  14,  Boise  ID  83707 
Mark  Whittington,  Box  D- 1 0082 
Represa  CA  95671 

Kacey,  c/o  Solid  Rock,  215  Godwin  Ave 
Box  9,  Midland  Park  NJ  07432 
Dennis  Lennon,  95183  Camp  J  Gar  3-R-I4, 
LA  State  Penitentiary,  Angola  LA  70712 
Rocky  M.  Coates,  N-22660 
PO  Box  1700,  Galesburg,  IL  61401 
Chester  V.  Haas,  327322A, 

Rt  I  Box  ISO,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  75861 
Bill  Dietch,  92298 
Box  1 1401,  Yardville,  NJ  08620 

Tony  Jones,  AF-5421, 

Box  244,  Graterford,  PA  19426 
Joey  Jessamine,  370279, 

Rt  I  Box  ISO,  Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75861 
Luke  Owens,  14510 
•  Box  400,  Rawlins  WY  82301 
Patrick  Earl,  20149-148 
Box  1000,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837 
Kenneth  Paul  Smith,  493229  (A3-I2) 

Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852 
}  Michael  Cray,  30  Administration  Rd, 

B-2,  Bridgewater,  MA  02324 
Perry  Bradshaw,  Box  231, 

Statesville,  NC  28677 


Hay,  all  gays  and  transsexuals!  They  call  me 
Jessica  and  I  am  hot,  horny  and  very  lonely,  but 
with  your  help  I  can  beat  this.  I  want  to  write 
someone  who  can  be  open  about  things.  I’m  a 
very  caring  person.  Paul  DECKER,  185-353, 
15802  St  Rt  104  No.,  Chillicothe  OH  45601 
I’ve  been  reading  your  paper  and  the  articles  are 
very  interesting  indeed,  but  what  attracted  my 
fullest  attention  is  the  Gay  Community.  As  dhe_ 
who  has  no  family,  I  would  indeed  love  to  haveS 
a  gay  companion  who  would  understand  my 
feelings  and  give  me  comfort  during  life’s  sad, 
lonely  moments,  as  I  would  in  return.  Would 
someone  care  to  write?  Mickey  McBROOME, 
205766,  Box  B,  Anamosa  IA  52205. 


IGay  man,  31,  looking  for  companionship  with 
[other  Gay  man.  I  don’t  care  to  share  my  feel 
Bings  with  most  of  the  people  I’m  with  in  here  so 
[it’d  be  nice  to  have  a  penpal  or  two  to  share 
•these  rough  times  with.  James  CHAPMAN, 
gC-23423,  Box  600  D-125,  Tracy  CA  95376. 


Il  am  gay,  and  being  this  my  family  and  friends 
[find  it  hard  to  accept  who  I  am.  Since  I  have 
[become  incarcerated  I  receive  very  little  mail. 
•I’ve  decided  to  contact  my  family  only  in  the 
|case  of  emergency  since  they  refuse  to  accept  me 
|as  I  am.  Now  I  am  lonely  and  would  like  to  ask 
|you  for  a  free  ad  for  a  penpal.  I’m  25,  black, 
|and  seek  a  warm  compassionate  individual  to 
|write  to.  Henry  O.  REESE,  180-074,  Box 
145699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 


1 42  yr  old  gay  man  in  isolation(‘protection’)  and 

I  lonely  and  bored  as  can  be.  It  would  be  nice  to 
J  make  some  friends  through  the  mail.  It  could  be 
Ian  interesting  experience.  I  will  answer  every 
[single  letter  I  get.  I  am  not  looking  for  any  kind 
I  of  people  in  particular  or  anything  in  particular 
land  am  open  for  anything.  So  let’s  write  and  see 
[what  happens.  Larry  EVANS,  Box  B-36165, 
I  Florence  AZ  85232. 


GM  would  like  to  correspond  with  other  gay 
men.  I’m  interested  in  swimming,  sailing, 
boating,  tennis,  reading  and  music  of  all  kinds. 
Mark  ROBINSON,  183274  (186),  Drawer  1072, 
j  Arcadia  FL  33821. _ 

[  GM  serving  life  sentence  deep  down  in  the  south 

j  would  like  to  hear  from  ANYONE  to  make  this 
I  time  a  little  easier.  Cannot  write  other  prisoner. 
[Must  be  willing  to  lend  a  shoulder  to  lean  on. 
(Edward  GIOVANNI,  96746,  Camp  C  Tiger 
|3R2,  La  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. 


I  am  25,  into  nature,  Goddess  religion, 
anarcho-Pagan  or  eco-communist  politics,  and 
gay  rights.  I  am  also  into  eroticism  (by  letter, 
for  now,  since  there  is  no  other  avenue  open  to 
me)  and  light  bondage;  I  usually  prefer  bottom, 
but  it  depends  on  the  person).  I  identify  myself 
as  a  Faerie  and  need  some  friends.  In  Gaea’s 
Peaceful  Service,  Len  ELLIOTT,  Box  B-68216, 
Florence  AZ  85232. 


GM  serving  50  yrs  for  a  robbery  I  didn’t  com- 

|mit,  searching  for  the  right  man  to  make  life 
complete.  Can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Ronald 
MOUTON,  80797,  Camp  C  Tiger  4L10,  LA 
State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712. _ _ 

GBM  serving  life  would  like  to  hear  from  GM, 

race  unimportant,  but  must  be  petite  and  know 
how  to  please  her  man.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Isaiah  CRAYTON,  106769,  Camp  C 

[Tiger  3R6,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712 
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13  Friday  □  The  Flirtations  perform  in  a  joint  benefit  for 
the  United  Farm  Workers  and  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  New  England  Hall,  225  Clarendon  St. 

8pm.  $10  in  advance,  $12  at  the  door.  Info:  267-0900. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  □  Chris  Williamson  &  Teresa  Trull  perform 
in  concert  at  the  Berkelee  Performance  Center,  136  Mass. 
Ave.  5pm  &  9pm.  $18.  &  $16.  641-1010. 

□  National  Lesbian/Gay  Soccer  Tournament,  12 

teams,  including  our  very  own  P’s  &  Q’s  and  the  Strikers, 
compete  from  the  U.S.  &  Canada.  Through  10/9.  1 0am- 
3pm.  Jeff.  876-7612  or  Karin,  625-0670. 

Beverly  □  For  Love  &  For  Life,  Photographs  of  the 
1987  March  on  Washington  &  the  1988  Names  Project 
Memorial  Quilt.  On  display  through  October  20.  First 
Baptist  Church,  221  Cabot  Street.  M-F,  8:30am-8pm.  Sat, 
9am-l2noon.  922-3295. 

9  Monday 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva,  Boston’s  community  of  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Jews,  will  hold  a  Yom  Kippur  Service  &  Potluck  Break¬ 
fast.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  2nd  Floor,  338  Newbury 
Street.  782-8894.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Civil  Rights 

holds  organizing  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7:30pm.  776-6956. 

1 0  Tuesday 

Newton  □  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS  at 
St.  Jean  the  Evangelist  Church,  253  Watertown  Street. 
7:30pm.  628-7665. 

1 1  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s  Liv¬ 
ing  Well  Series,  Introduction  to  Massage  (Part  i),  with 
Amie  Katz.  332  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Free.  Robb  or 
Paul,  267-0900  to  register. 

Boston  □  Be  on  the  Esplanade  at  Dartmouth  Street  to 
Scream  Bloody  Murder!  with  ACT  UP/Boston.  4-6pm. 

Boston  □  Eartha  Kitt  at  Club  Cabaret.  Opening  Night 
Benefit  Performance  for  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  Building  Project.  209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm. 
$30.  536-0972. 

12  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  AIDS:  Where  Is  The  Left!  Forum 
featuring  Wyne  S’Wright  of  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition, 
Hortenzia  Amaro  of  Latin  America  Health  Network,  Neal 
Rzepkowski  of  FCHC,  and  Margaret  Cerullo  of  Radical 
America.  J.P.  High.  7:30pm.  524-3541. 

Cambridge  □  Open  Meeting  to  discuss  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  les/gay  studies  program  at  MIT.  Rm.  6-321,  77 
Mass.  Ave.  7-8:30pm.  621-2919. 


13  Friday 

Boston  □  Cesar  Chavez  speaks  and  The  Flirtations 

perform  in  a  joint  benefit  for  the  United  Farm  Workers 
and  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  at  New 
England  Hall,  225  Clarendon  Street.  8pm.  $10  advance, 
$12  at  the  door.  267-0900. 

Brookline  □  Swingtime,  lesbian/gay/bi  swing  & 
ballroom  dance.  185  Corey  Road,  2nd  floor.  8:30pm.  $4. 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Friday  the  13th  dance  at  the 

MIT  student  center,  84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm.  $3  with  student 
I.D.,  $4  without.  253-5440. 

1 4  Saturday 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  & 
Men’s  Network  brunch.  Meet  under  the  Chinatown 
arch.  10:45am.  $6-8  per  person.  BIS-MOVE. 

Boston  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  will  con¬ 
duct  annual  training  for  new  speakers.  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  67  Newbury  Street.  9am.  —  5pm.  $10  training 
fee  plus  $15  membership  fee.  492-4639. 

New  Bedford  □  Our  Families,  Ourselves  con¬ 
ference  on  parenting,  legal  issues  and  civil  rights.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  AGLAS  (Alliance  of  Gays,  Lesbians  & 
Supporters).  9am-5:30pm.  Carol  Reeve,  508/990-2753. 

Boston  □  Demos,  tedium,  and  non-violence,  a  day¬ 
long  workshop  using  non-violence  training  to  look  at  ways 
of  doing  actions.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  I0am-4:30pm.  Registration  &  Info,  423-0942. 

1 5  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

potluck  get-together  at  First  Unitarian  Church,  Eliot 
Street.  4-7pm. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood 
Group  meets  for  brunch.  Women  who  live/work/study  in 
Back  Bay/South  End/Downtown  area  invited.  Joan, 
266-5167. 

1 8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch  in 

room  957  of  Boston  City  Hall.  12:30pm.  Julie,  725-3562. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  Liv¬ 
ing  Well  Series,  Introduction  to  Massage  (Part  2),  with 
Amie  Katz.  332  Newbury  Street.  6-8pm.  Free.  Robb  or 
Paul,  267-0900  to  register. 

1 9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

20  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Peptide-T  User  Group  first  meeting. 
Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202K. 
6-8pm.  Jim,  522-4094. 


Cambridge  □  Judy  Fjell,  Bay  Area  singer-songwriter, 
in  concert.  Sponsored  by  Harvard  Divinity  School’s 
Les/Gay/Bi  Caucus.  Sperry  Room,  Andover  Hall,  45  Fran¬ 
cis  Ave.  8pm.  $5.  Lori  Kenschaft,  576-1604. 

21  Saturday 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  monthly  meeting.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Stamford  Street.  2-4pm.  $  I . 

22  Sunday 

Waltham  □  Teach-ln/Speak-Out  on  Abortion  and 
Reproductive  Rights.  Brandeis  University,  Levin  Ballroom. 
9am-5:30pm.  ASL,  childcare,  wheelchair  accessible. 
736-3740,  876-9809  for  registration  &  transportation. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  radio  for  Gay/Lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
10/8  Teenagers’  coming  out  stories,  10/15  Sterling  Stowell 
on  gender  issues. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  10/9  no  meeting,  10/16 
Lesbian  Video  Night.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8- 1 0pm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  A  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-U  P/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 


Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street;  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  1 0/ 1 0  Are  you 

sitting  on  the  fence,  10/17  Sexuality.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  10/10 
Guilt,  10/17  Lesbian  Social  Etiquette.  The  Women's 
Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  A  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $I0-$3S  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors'  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Pier  Paolo  Pasolini:  A  Cinema  of  Poetry,  In¬ 
stitute  of  Contemporary  Art,  Boston.  October 
11-24. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

The  retrospective  showing  of  all  of  Pier 
Paolo  Pasolini’s  films  over  the  next 
two  weeks  at  Boston’s  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art  should  be  reason  for  an¬ 
ticipation,  rejoicing  and  a  certain  degree  of 
sadness.  For  although  Pasolini  is  probably 
the  most  important  openly  gay  male  film¬ 
maker  and  a  viewing  of  the  films  will  bear 
out  both  the  emotional  potency  and  the 
beauty  and  political  acumen  of  his  work,  his 
life  —  as  represented  in  both  deed  and  art  — 
qualifies  as  tragedy:  tragedy  in  the  face  of 
triumph,  but  tragedy  nevertheless. 

It  would  be  easy  to  point  out  the  obvious 
tragedy  in  the  Pasolini  story:  his  murder  at 
the  age  of  53  by  the  hands  of 
a  hustler  who  was  probably 
in  the  pay  of  the  Italian  right 
wing.  But  viewing  Pasolini’s  films  —  15  full- 
length  features  and  a  half  dozen  shorts  —  as 
well  as  his  prodigious  fiction,  poetry  and 
critical  works,  we  can  also  see  the  tragedy  of 
a  man  whose  elevated,  utopian,  political  vi¬ 
sion  failed  him. 

Pasolini  blatantly  and  .openly  demanded 
that  —  separately  and  jointly  —  his  homo¬ 
sexuality,  his  Marxist  leanings,  his  latent 
Roman  Catholic  sensibility,  his  love  and 
desire  for  teen  boys  and  his  academic 
theories  of  culture,  language  and  philoso¬ 
phy  be  taken  seriously.  Yet  in  the  end  he 
discovered  that  society  was  just  not  willing 
to  allow  him  the  peace  to  exist  as  he  was. 
The  hopeful,  life-affirming  earlier  works 
gradually  gave  way  to  a  forlorn  view  of 
human  nature:  a  portrait  of  human  possibil¬ 
ity  dissolving  into  an  image  of  human 
culpability. 

This  shoujd  be  no  surprise  since  through¬ 
out  his  life  Pasolini  was  constantly  attacked 
from  all  sides:  close  to  a  dozen  legal  suits 
were  brought  against  his  works  for 
blasphemy  or  corrupting  public  morals;  the 
Catholic  Church  called  for  the  banning  of 
some  of  his  films  (while  they  gave  several 
others  awards  for  their  religiosity);  the 
right  wing  attacked  him  for  being  a  Marxist; 
the  Marxists  attacked  him  for  not  being  doc¬ 
trinaire  enough;  the  artists  attacked  him  for 
being  too  political;  the  politicos  for  being 


15)  is  a  humorous  story  of  a  father,  son  and 
talking  crow  which  attempts  to  mix  radical 
ideas  about  history  with  an  odd  sense  of 
religious  fatalism.  Oedipus  ReX,  made  a 
year  later  (also  October  15th)  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  director’s  attempt  to  translate 
both  myth  and  classic  literature  into  a 
modern,  political  and  distinctly  male  homo¬ 
sexual  sensibility.  In  Pigsty  (October  16) 
Pasolini  uses  a  tale  of  medieval  cannibalism 
to  chart  the  inability  of  humans  to  deal  with 
one  another  —  a  theme  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  Teorema  (October  17)  in  which  a 
divine,  sexually  potent,  young  man  arrives 
(from  heaven  ?)  and  seduces  an  entire  bour¬ 
geois  family  leading  them  into  insanity 
rather  then  salvation.  Medea  (October  18) 
returns  to  the  mythos  of  Oedipus.  Like  that 
film,  Medea  was  shot  on  locations  in  the 
Mideast  and  Africa,  giving  the  story  a  beau¬ 
ty  and  rawness  we  usually  don’t  associate 
with  the  stories.  Medea  also  stars  the  great 
opera  star  Maria  Callas,  who  gives  a  perfor¬ 
mance  that  rivals  her  fabled  stage  work. 

1971  brought  on  the  beginning  of 
Pasolini’s  greatest  works,  as  he  filmed  The 
Decameron  (October  20),  The  Canterbury 
Tales  (October  21),  and  The  Arabian  Nights 
(October  22)  —  which  he  called  his  trilogy 
of  life.  Each  film  is  a  glorious  re-creation  of 
a  work  of  literature  and  a  celebration  of  the 
human  body.  Watching  these  three  films,  I 
can’t  help  but  think  that  Pasolini  was  trying 
to  convince  himself,  as  well  as  us,  of  his 
belief  in  the  sanctity  and  possibilities  of 
human  existence.  Despite  the  films’  beauty, 
there  are  hints  of  an  underlying,  creeping 
fear  which  would  exhibit  itself  more  fully 
developed  a  year  later  in  Salo  or  The  120 
Days  of  Sodom.  Updating  the  novel  by  the 
Marquis  de  Sade,  Pasolini  tells  the  story  of 
four  fascists  who  in  the  last  days  of 
Mussolini’s  regime  kidnap,  abuse  and  finally 
kill  16  teenaged  youths.  The  film  is  fero¬ 
cious  in  its  visual  beauty  and  violence,  and 
frightening  in  its  attempt  to  wed  political 
theory,  Brechtian  technique  and  outright 
philosophizing  with  scenes  of  sexual  desire 
and  torture.  (As  if  goading  his  audience  to 
take  him  seriously,  Pasolini  even  includes  a 
bibliography  of  literary  and  philosophical 
works  at  the  film’s  end.)  This  disturbing, 
powerful  film  seems  to  be  the  vision  of  a 
man  who  stopped  believing  in  the  possibility 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Approaching  Pasolini 

The  ICA ’s  retrospective  of  the  Italian  filmmaker’s  work 
reveals  an  optimistic  aesthetic  and  political  acumen 
followed  by  despair 


too  concerned  with  art.  And  practically 
everyone  attacked  him  for  his  unabashed 
and  open  homosexuality. 

Approaching  Pasolini  the  filmmaker 
should  be  a  pleasurable,  though  somewhat 
daunting  task.  Ideally  seeing  all  of  the  films 
in  sequence  (which  the  ICA  is  doing,  utiliz¬ 
ing  newly  restored,  beautiful  prints)  would 
be  best,  but  14  nights  at  the  movies  is 
beyond  most  viewers’  time,  energy  or 
money.  The  earliest  films,  the  1961  Ac- 
catonne  (October  1 1 )  and  Mama  Roma  (Oc¬ 
tober  12)  are  fine  examples  of  his  early  neo- 
realist  technique  and  reveal  his  love/hate 


relationship  with  the  handsome,  indolent 
street  boys  —  the  ragazzi  —  of  Rome.  There 
is  not  much  transcendence  here,  but  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  a  fascination  with  the  human 
and  sexual  potential  of  the  human  spirit.  A 
year  later  he  made  and  became  world 
famous  for  The  Gospel  According  to  Mat¬ 
thew  (October  14),  a  portrait  of  Christ  as  a 
radical  organizer,  which  totally  de-senti- 
mentalizes  the  religious  aspects  of  the  story. 
(A  look  at  Gospel  will  show  you  where  Mar¬ 
tin  Scorsese  got  most  of  his  inspiration  for 
The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.) 

The  1965  Hawks  and  Sparrows  (October 


Pasolini  played  an  artist  in  his  film  ‘The  Decameron’ 
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iNDIGQ's  Hours:  Thursday  4PM-2AM  (no  cover!  ■  Friday  4PM -2  AM  •  Saturday  9PM-SAM 


AT  INDIGO  YOU  CAN: 

A  ■  MEET  WOMEN 

B  ■  DANCE  ALL  NIGHT 

C  ■  WIN  TICKETS  TO  SEE  EURYTHMICS, 
ELTON  JOHN,  MARY  CHAPIN  CARPENTER 

D  i*  ALL  OF  THE  ABOVE 


EW^  OCTOBER  28,  8PM 

GHOUL  FRIDAY  (Girl  Friday)  Featuring 

Comics  LEA  DE  LARIA,  KELLEY  EDWARDS,  and  RICHARD  WEINSTOCK 

$10.  (show  only)  ($13.  show/dancing) 

Tickets  Now  On  Sale 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

LIVE  IN  CONCERT  TOGETHER! 

CRIS  WILLIAMSON 
and  TERESA  TRULL 

Saturday,  October  7 

2  shows:  5  &  9  PM  > 

Berklee  Performance  Center 

$18  and  $16  all  seats  reserved 


